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Students 
Receive 
Summons 
for Fake IDs 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Since The Student discoverd last 
week that names, social security num¬ 
bers, birth dates and addresses of 508 
Bates federal Perkins Loans recipients 
were available since March, the Infor¬ 
mation and Library Services Office (ILS) 
has accepted responsibility for the mis¬ 
take. 
“I am both embarrassed and sorry 
that this has occurred. Data security is 
our number one business.... This is a 
mistake made by staff members who 
work for me who set up folders for peo¬ 
ple,” ILS Vice President Gene Wiemers 
In response to students’ fear of 
identity theft, Bates is offering affected 
students a free one-year subscription 
to LifeLock, a provider of identity theft 
prevention services for both institutions 
and individuals. LifeLock services in¬ 
clude protection against identity theft as 
well as a $ 1 million service guarantee in 
case of an occurrence of identity theft. 
As Wiemers explained, the ILS cre¬ 
ated the folder for the Student Financial 
Services Office so that they could “send 
a file to the agency that processes Per¬ 
kins loans information for the federal 
government.” 
The incorrectly stored information 
in a folder that was available only to the 
financial aid office. The permissions, 
that is the computer system indicators 
that tell who should have access to it, 
were wrong, so it was mistakenly avail¬ 
able to others who could find it or see 
it,” said Wiemers. 
Wiemers is promising an investiga¬ 
tion into how the files could have been 
incorrectly stored. “There’s no way to 
say, ‘Gee, it’s not so bad,....’ People are 
upset and they have every right to be 
upset and if they’re going to [be] upset 
they should be upset at me and my de¬ 
partment. It’s our job," said Wiemers. 
Procedure dictates that once a file 
that it is stored correctly before it is put 
into use. Two people failed to catch 
the mistake when the file was created 
in March. 
Wiemers insists, “We have... re¬ 
checked all of the permissions for the 
folders that were created at the same 
time for similar purposes” and he add¬ 
ed, “the procedure is being revised.” 
Although the information was not 
available on the web, Bates networks 
Paris and China, or without a Bates 
username and ID with network access 
from campus, Wiemers said, “I can’t say 
See BATES OFFERS, page 2 
Students Fall into Autumn 
Students partake in the annual leaf-jumping festivities on the Quad last Friday. 
LOUISA DEMMITT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Loan Forgiveness Offered to 
Students Who Stay in Maine 
Multiple students were issued sum¬ 
mons for possessing fake identification 
a week before October Break. Two 
female students, one junior and one 
sophomore, agreed to speak to The 
Student on the condition of anonym¬ 
ity. 
Both students had their IDs confis¬ 
cated at Pub 33, a local bar on Sabattus 
Street. According to the sophomore, 
the bouncer asked for her ID and said 
“this is not real” and put it in his pocket. 
She left the bar upset but not worried 
as she assumed the ID would simply 
be thrown away. 
The next day at around 6 p.m., two 
Lewiston police officers and one Bates 
security guard, though she was unable 
to identify which one, knocked at her 
door. The police officers had her ID 
and after determining that it was hers, 
proceeded to give her a speech about 
the illegality of fake IDs, according to 
the sophomore. 
“They were very casual. They were 
not at all strict about anything, although 
my fingers were still shaking.... They 
were more concerned about where I 
got it from. They asked me like four 
times ‘are you sure you didn’t get this 
on campus?’ and I told them that I got 
it from a friend at home,” she said. 
“They left, they took my cell phone 
number... Then one of the cops said 
‘usually we arrest people for this, but 
we feel like being nice to you today.’ 
But, I cooperated with them so I think 
that sort of helped my cause.” 
The junior female received a much 
harsher punishment even though both 
were caught for the same offense. Dur¬ 
ing the junior's visit to Pub 33 at the 
beginning of September, the bouncer 
examined the her ID and asked for a 
second form of identification. Hesi¬ 
tant to show her Bates ID in case she 
would be identified later, the junior of¬ 
fered a credit card. The bouncer took 
her ID away, saying “this is terrible, I 
can’t give it back to you,” according to 
the junior. 
A month later around 8:30 on a 
Wednesday night, Security Officer 
Shannon Fournier knocked on her 
door saying, “You have to come out 
here; you’re in big trouble,” according 
to the junior. After confirming that it 
was her ID, the police officer wrote her 
a summons on the spot. 
Apparently the police officers had 
about 10 other fake IDs that they ran 
through Bates Security to see if names 
matched up, according to the junior’s 
conversation with Officer Fournier. 
A lawyer that the junior contacted 
candidly explained that she would not 
be able to do much more for the student 
than the student could do on her own. “A 
big drawback was that all of us Bates kids 
had court cases on the same day so there 
See FAKE 10s, page 2 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
The Opportunity Maine Campaign is 
coming to Bates this week. Opportunity 
Maine is a program that hopes to expand 
educational and economic opportunity 
by providing a state income tax credit 
for students who earn degrees in Maine 
and remain in Maine after graduation. 
Signed by Governor John E. Baldacci 
last July, the bill is the first of its kind in 
the United States. Currently, the tax cred¬ 
its amount to a maximum of $2,100 per 
year (roughly the cost of 10 credits at the 
University of Maine Orono) or a total of 
$8,400, but the tax credit will increase to 
cover raises in tuition. 
Alternatively, the bill allows Maine 
employers to pay the students’ loan pay¬ 
ments and claim the tax credit. The bill 
will become active this January. 
Activists for the program spent the 
last year collecting enough signatures to 
make the proposal a voter referendum, 
but for only the sixth time in Maine’s his¬ 
tory, the Legislature passed the citizens’ 
initiative outright in the last days of its 
2007 session. 
The House passed the legislature 
unanimously, and the Senate passed it 
27 to eight. Opponents, all Republicans, 
cited concern over the cost of the pro¬ 
gram. The program will cost Maine’s 1.3 
million residents an estimated $150,000 
over the next two years, but the program 
LIZ MILLER 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Bates has gone on a diet — a Low- 
Carbon diet. Sponsored by the students 
of the Bates Energy Action Movement 
(B.E.A.M.) and Environmental Coordi¬ 
nator Julie Rosenbach, this educational 
outreach campaign is workifig to pro¬ 
vide the information and resources 
needed, to help students reduce their 
carbon footprints. 
Students sign a pledge that they are 
going to go on the Low-Carbon diet. 
Upon signing, they receive a Low-Car¬ 
bon Diet Menu, providing a list of low- 
carbon activities and the pounds of C02 
cost is expected to exceed $50 million 
within 10 years. 
Republican Senator Richard Nass 
voted against Opportunity Maine be¬ 
cause he felt the state had higher priori¬ 
ties such as poor people getting kicked 
off Medicaid. 
“I don’t share some folks’ concern for 
college students,” Mr. Nass said. “Many 
of them are talented and fortunate. They 
are acquiring for their own benefit, and 
all of us, the potential to earn a lot of 
money. They will be able to easily pay 
off their loans. I don’t think 
we need to provide them money from 
our treasury.” 
that could be lost annually if these ini¬ 
tiatives are taken. The menu’s selection 
ranges from losing 55 pounds of carbon 
annually by replacing one incandescent 
light bulb with an energy-efficient CFL 
to losing 4,075 pounds of carbon by 
walking or biking to a distance shorter 
than two miles. The menu shows that 
by participating in these activities, 9,790 
pounds of carbon, the equivalent of 
nearly five tons of unwanted carbon di¬ 
oxide, can be lost. 
Jack Murphy ’08 and Mike Pickoff 
’09 are the main coordinators of this 
campaign. They both believe that one 
of the main goals of this campaign is 
to increase awareness. The campaign 
See STUDENTS ACTIVELY, page 2 
Gauging 
Campus 
Recycling 
EcoReps hope to limit 
waste production by 
increasing awareness 
in residence halls 
REGINA TAVANI 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
As part of the wider sustainability 
movement on campus, Bates has recent¬ 
ly appointed seven student EcoReps to 
oversee waste consumption in the resi¬ 
dence halls. The program, designed by 
Environmental Coordinator Julie Rosen¬ 
bach of Physical Plant, is aimed in part 
at preparing Bates for the annual Recy- 
clemania! competition this winter and 
at improving overall awareness of sus¬ 
tainability on campus. 
Christine Arsnow ’08, one of the 
students serving as an EcoRep, said that 
at the present time, the EcoReps, each 
of whom is assigned to a specific re¬ 
gion of campus, are trying to develop 
a baseline of waste production for each 
dorm. Said Arsnow, “We make weekly 
trips to the residences and check out 
how much is in each of the waste con¬ 
tainers. When Recyclemania! begins 
we will have an idea of how much recy¬ 
cling the residences were doing before 
the competition, so we can assess the 
relative increase in recycling.” 
The EcoReps positions will shift 
Bates’ focus in the competition inward, 
in contrast to last year’s intercampus 
competition with Bowdoin and Col¬ 
by. Because both schools neglected to 
regularly report their statistics, the pro¬ 
gram failed to prove fully effective. With 
EcoReps, however, Bates will have the 
luxury of not having to rely on other 
colleges and can, as Arsnow said, “be 
certain of accurate reporting within our 
campus.” 
The EcoReps will have the additional 
benefit of being able to compare levels 
of recycling taking place both prior to 
and during Recyclemania!, ideally get¬ 
ting a gauge of how much impact the 
program is having on students’ habits. 
Aside from preparing the campus 
for Recyclemania!, the EcoReps have 
been advocating sustainable practices 
by hanging flyers in houses and dorms 
that promote awareness of the environ¬ 
mental impact of things such as bottled 
water, lighting, phantom energy, food 
and computers, 
Arsnow and others are optimis¬ 
tic about the ramifications of the 
program. “I think Julie designed 
the position because it is neces¬ 
sary to have a strong presence if 
we want to enforce sustainability on cam¬ 
pus. It’s easy to ignore announces and 
campus-wide meetings, but when ideas 
about sustainability are promoted with¬ 
in residences via flyers and mandatory 
dorm meetings, people are forced to 
listen. If most of those people change 
some of their habits, we can have a 
huge impact on sustainability at Bates. 
We haven’t had an impact yet because 
the program is in its earliest stages, but 
we hope to instill ideas about sustain¬ 
ability to make Recyclemania a success¬ 
ful campaign this year.” 
_INSIDE 
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News in Brief 
Politically Diverse Panel Fields 
Students' Christianity Questions 
The Bates Christian Fellowship hosted a panel entitled “If You Could Ask 
God a Question” this past Wednesday. The panel, designed to be an open 
forum in which students could ask questions on a variety of religious issues, 
was composed of three panelists, including Bates alum Ben Chin ’07, former 
scholar Naomi Campbell and Bryan Dench, a lawyer in Auburn. 
The speakers were chosen to purposely represent a spectrum of 
viewpoints concerning Christianity, ranging from the conservative opinions 
of Campbell to the more liberal ones of Chin. Additionally, the speakers 
brought to the panel a variety in professional viewpoints; Campbell’s status 
as a former scholar gave an intellectual spin to the discussion, whereas 
Dench, a lawyer, saw things more analytically and Chin took on a political 
perspective. 
Students were able to ask the panelists anything they were curious 
about regarding Christianity and religion in general. Ben Hester TO, who 
attended the panel, said that topics ranged from questions on creation to 
suffering to why Christianity should be followed instead of other religions. 
The panel is primarily designed, Hester said, to give students a chance 
to talk to people who are trained in Christianity and who can give substan¬ 
tive and reliable answers to their questions. The expertise of these individu¬ 
als gives a chance for students and the Bates community at large to have an 
intellectual discussion about religion rather than a fruitless debate or argu¬ 
ment, as is often the case. 
The panel is an event held annually by the Bates Christian Fellowship. 
— REGINA 1AVANI/THE BATES STUDENT 
Bates Grad Researches 
Ethanol as Energy Source 
The biology department hosted a lecture entitled "Energy From Plant 
Biomass: A Case Study of Imagining a Sustainable World" by Lee Lynd 79, 
professor of both engineering and biology at Dartmouth College, this past 
Monday. Lynd is the founder of the Mascoma Corporation, the objectives of 
which were the subject of his lecture. 
Lynd and the Mascoma Corporation’s central aim is for the conversion 
of biomass — the structural part of plant matter, i.e. the stuff that holds it 
up — into energy. Though a number of forms of biomass could potentially 
serve as energy sources, Lynd argued that cellulosic ethanol specifically 
would be most efficient due to its good greenhouse emission benefits and 
other cost-and environmental-friendly features. 
Lynd believes that the sustainability issue is a crucial part of under¬ 
standing current events and a part that is largely overlooked. The inter¬ 
play of such factors as population size, available resources, greater use of 
resources, uneven resource distribution and pollution in today’s world all 
make sustainability that much more of a necessity, but they also create much 
bigger hurdles to be jumped in terms of achieving sustainability. 
According to Lynd, one potential way to make cellulosic ethanol pro¬ 
duction work under such conditions is through farmers rethinking what 
they grow and how they grow it; for example, farmers could potentially pro¬ 
duce cellulosic ethanol on the same land as other products. Doing so would 
eliminate the fear that an increase in biomass production would come at the 
cost of producing less food. 
Lynd likened Mascoma’s plan to a second Industrial Revolution, one 
in which, quite opposite of the 19th century’s, people are plentiful and re¬ 
sources are scarce. But for such a revolution to be successful, it is pivotal 
that we learn to rely on sustainable resources. As of now, there are generally 
two camps of thinking in terms of how the ethanol plan will unfold: those 
who believe it could be a huge success and those who think it will be a di¬ 
saster. Though only time will tell ethanol’s fate, Lynd presents a strong case 
for the former. 
— REGINA TAVANI/THE BATES STUDENT 
®f)e pates i£>tu&ent 
New Treasurer Appointed 
REGINA TAVANI 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
This past week’s 
Student Government 
meeting ratified RA 08- 
10 appointing Arsalan 
Suhail '09 as Treasurer. 
His appointment will 
take effect as of November 11, 2007, at 
which point current Treasurer Max Pat- 
inkin '09 will step down. 
Next, Tamara Wyche '08 and Carla 
Flaherty '08 of the Student Conduct 
Committee spoke, explicating the com¬ 
mittee’s role on campus to the members 
of the RA. President Bill Jack '08 and 
Vice President of Student Commitees 
Kristofer Jonnson '08 both raised their 
concern over how effectively the com¬ 
mittee communicates with the student 
body on both what it does and on the 
cases it covers. While Wyche and Fla¬ 
herty believe it should ideally be the 
responsibility of the RA to convey that 
information, Jack and Jonnson pushed 
for more direct communication through 
such means as announce emails or re¬ 
ports in The Student. Jonnson noted the 
cessation of regular Security emails to 
students logging campus crimes, some¬ 
thing he views as largely detrimental to 
the student community. 
The meeting closed with a report 
from the Trustees Advisory Committee, 
of which Jack is a member. The commit¬ 
tee, which met with the trustees during 
their visit on campus this past weekend, 
proposed a potential increase in student 
representation on the Board of Trustees, 
ideally through students having the abil¬ 
ity to sit it on a greater variety of trustee 
meetings. The trustees themselves said 
their willingness to allow this is con¬ 
tingent on students’ interest in what 
the trustees do. Jack emphasized the 
importance of conveying to the Board 
of Trustees that the student body is in 
fact interested in the goings-on of the 
Board, noting the impact the Board has 
on student life. 
Fake IDs 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
was really no way to separate me from 
anyone else,” the student paraphrased 
from a conversation with her lawyer. 
The source’s lawyer attributed the 
crackdown to a study done about three 
years ago: “.. .in the study, they found that 
Bates students were getting better deals in 
the Lewiston legal system than locals, and 
because of that, when the [Lewiston PD] 
got this recent grant, they were using it to 
crackdown on us hard, so they could just 
show that we were getting punished. She 
said it would probably be better if I was a 
local Lewiston resident in this situation.” 
Both students’ IDs contained their real 
names with fake addresses from different 
states. The sophomore’s ID included her 
real address but not her home town. Both 
fake IDs were driver’s licenses. 
Those caught in possession of a fake 
ID can be charged with either a criminal 
or civil violation, but most police officers 
are more familiar with the criminal statute 
according to Corporal Ullrich of the Lew¬ 
iston PD. Director of Security Tom Carey 
was unavailable for comment. 
Sitting 
Pretty 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
The newly opened Frank J. Strangle 
Lounge blows all other dorm com¬ 
mon rooms out of the water with its 
fireplace, high ceilings and array of 
large windows and study spaces. 
With a full-service kitchen a few feet 
away, it's the perfect addendum to a 
dorm. 
Students Actively Reduce Carbon Levels 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Offers incentives that include discounts 
at the bookstore and certain give-aways 
and events for participants. 
“Our goal as a college over the next 
few years is to achieve carbon neutral¬ 
ity. That is something that every mem¬ 
ber of the community is going to have 
to embrace. This is a way to get people 
involved with that goal,” said Pickoff. 
According to Murphy, “the largest 
thing to accomplish, other than having 
people reduce their carbon footprint, 
[is] to raise discourse about it on cam¬ 
pus, to make people aware of what it is 
we are talking about. Whether they join 
the diet or not, at least people are talk¬ 
ing about reducing carbon in their lives. 
People can just talk about global warm¬ 
ing and this and that, but [this campaign] 
brings the whole global warming issue 
into their own lives and gives them easy 
ways to deal with it.” 
They both emphasized the acces¬ 
sibility and comprehensiveness of the 
menu, which allows people who might 
be feeling helpless about environmental 
issues to see how much they can actu¬ 
ally save through little things. 
“We want to inform people about 
easy ways that they can reduce their 
carbon footprint. This seems like a fun, 
interesting and easy method of doing 
that. Also, it isn’t very demanding from 
the people. They don’t have to make 
huge sacrifices; it is just easy things in 
their everyday life,” said Murphy. 
According to Murphy, “people need 
to have more of a sense of environmen¬ 
tal responsibility and have a sense that 
they do have an impact. The thing with 
this project is you’re not doing some¬ 
thing extra to do something good. You 
are reducing negative effects that you 
are already causing.” 
“Up until now there has been a sort 
of rift between institutional sustainability 
initiatives and those of the community. I 
think that in order to be as effective as 
possible the two are going to have to 
come together to make it one commu¬ 
nity,” said Pickoff. 
One challenge facing the campaign 
is whether Bates students care enough 
about the environment for it to be ef¬ 
fective. 
“I think that the majority of Bates stu¬ 
dents absolutely care,” said Pickoff. “Time 
is the issue for most college students.” 
B.E.A.M, which meets Sundays at 6 
p.m. in Frye Street Union, plans to have 
the Low-Carbon Diet last until the end 
of the semester and observe the level of 
participation. 
“It will help us learn how to run an 
average campaign. It will make it easier 
for the community to understand future 
initiatives. Hopefully, it will just be a 
part of people’s everyday conscious¬ 
ness.” said Murphy. 
According to Murphy, “there is noth¬ 
ing to lose by trying it.” 
“Except carbon!” Pickoff pointed out. 
^Brooke Army 
Medical Center, Texas 
EARN YOUR DEGRE# 
THE RESPECT OF YOUR PEERS AND 
MORE THAN $1,600 PER MONTH. 
Students accepted into an accredited medical or dental school 
are eligible for our Medical and Dental School Stipend Program. 
In addition to more than $t,600 per month for living expenses, 
MDSSP gives you a head start on your career. Your Army 
Reserve training provides Invaluable experience alongside 
outstanding medical professionals and a major advantage over 
your peers. Most importantly, as a member o( the U.S. Army 
Health Care Team, you'll earn the gratitude ol our Soldiers, their 
Farnilif. ami your nation. 
US ft AMY 
ARMY STRONG. 
Gain your Strength to Heal. Contact 
SFC Bradley Paxton at 888-258-1098 or 
bradiey.paxton * usarec.army.mil. For more 
information, v i s it 'he a 11 h c ar eg o a r r»vy. c o m. 
Opportunity Maine Offers Tax 
Breaks, Retail Discounts 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Any Maine resident who earns an associate’s or bach¬ 
elor’s degree in a Maine college or community college 
(both public and private) and receives a financial aid 
package that includes loans is eligible for the tax credit, 
according to the legislation. 
The program is a necessity, according to Opportu¬ 
nity Maine, because more than 50 percent of the nearly 
7,000 students who earn associate’s or bachelor’s degrees 
every year are leaving the state for extended periods. 
Twenty-one to 24-year-olds with a bachelor’s degree 
working in Maine earn about $7,500 less than Massachu¬ 
setts workers with comparable educational backgrounds, 
according to the 2000 Census. While the differences in 
living expenses nearly make up for the lower salary, the 
next age group, 25- to 34-year-olds with a bachelor’s de¬ 
gree, earns almost $11,000 more per year in Massachu¬ 
setts. People are leaving Maine not for more immediate 
money but instead due to long term concerns, according 
to The Phoenix. 
As part of its effort to build interest in the Opportuni¬ 
ty Maine Program, the Opportunity Maine Campaign is is¬ 
suing every student in Maine the Opportunity Maine Tax 
Credit Card. The card acts as a reminder to sign up for 
the program in January. Additionally, selected businesses 
and participants are offering discounts and promotions to 
students who carry the card. Discounts will be offered to 
all card earners regardless of financial aid status. 
Bates Offers Free One-Year LifeLock . 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
that no one else has looked at it. I can say that is was not 
in a place where people typically would look.” 
In compliance with Maine State law, Wiemers sent a 
letter to the Maine Attorney General on Thursday, no¬ 
tifying the state government of the potential breach of 
students’ confidential data. 
ILS contacted the affected students, including rough¬ 
ly 118 alumni from the class of 2007 and one from the 
class of 2001, first by email on Oct 22 and later in the 
week by paper letter. As of Thursday afternoon, 75 to 
100 students had voiced their concerns to "Wiemers. 
The most common questions asked, “How could this 
happen?” “What are the risks?” and “Was my family’s in¬ 
formation affected?” Wiemers assured students that their 
parents’ data was not compromised and that he is taking 
measures to make sure another breach does not happen 
again. 
Affected students reacted strongly, unwilling to accept 
anything less than a full investigation. One student said, 
“I am not accepting a simple sorry through an email until 
I get further answers.” Another reacted, “I guess I forgot 
to pay the part of the tuition that protects my privacy.” 
Wiemers maintained, “My first obligation is to talk 
directly with these individuals.” When asked about the 
appropriateness and effectiveness of email communica¬ 
tion, "Wiemers responded, “Email’s been considered of¬ 
ficial communication since the mid-’90s.... It’s so impor¬ 
tant, that’s why I’m sending it by email.” He conceded 
that he has not been able to contact all alumni by email 
and that “we will undoubtedly miss people,” but that the 
paper lettAs should reach more alumni. * 
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No More Credit: 
America's Moral and Ethical 
Bankrupcy in Iraq 
FABIO PERIERA 
COLUMNIST 
It’s hafd to look at 
the mess we’ve created 
in Iraq without realizing 
what a pointless exer¬ 
cise in the waste of human life we have 
engaged in. Millions of people have 
been displaced, hundreds of thousands 
of Iraqis have been killed and thou¬ 
sands of American soldiers have died. 
America, in its colonial thirst for oil and 
blood, has been responsible for mur¬ 
der, torture, rape and a betrayal of our 
vaunted values so complete that only 
the insane would dare to deny our na¬ 
tional moral and ethical bankruptcy. 
America went for, and went, broke 
and now we want out. An overwhelm¬ 
ing majority of Americans want to bring 
the troops home and end the war, but 
the president refuses to consider leav¬ 
ing before the job (whatever that is or 
was) is done. 
I am against the war, but I am not 
sure that America has the right to, 
or even should, pack up and leave. 
Doesn’t the “you break it, you buy it” 
rule apply here? 
This is not a popular position with 
the American people, especially in lib¬ 
eral circles. The lessons of Vietnam are 
a constant reminder of what this war 
could come to: airlifting people out of 
the Green Zone like we did from the 
tops of buildings in Saigon. 
When we left Vietnam, there was at 
least a homogenous population that had 
not been divided along ethnic lines for 
the better part of a century. Iraq, after 
all, was a British creation - a former co¬ 
lonial area with its diverse populations 
kept divided and conquered. Senator 
Joe Biden has proposed reinstituting 
those same divisions and creating Iraq 
as a type of loose confederation. 
The continued hubris of the Ameri¬ 
can government and politicians like 
Biden is almost too great to be believed. 
If democracy and national self-determi¬ 
nation mean anything, these sorts of 
considerations would not be debated 
in the American Senate but amongst 
the Iraqi people (of course, today we’re 
working off the premise that we’ve 
abandoned these values, so I guess all 
of this is just par for the course). 
Iraq’s future remains uncertain. 
What remains certain is that America 
has broken Iraq and has so upended 
the lives of millions of people that our 
country owes Iraq a huge debt. We 
owe its children a real chance at life, its 
economy an infrastructure and its pop¬ 
ulation real security. For all we have 
destroyed, we owe them rebuilding. 
The truth that much of America 
does not want to face is that our ac¬ 
tions have consequences. When we 
put on our best cowboy hat to do di¬ 
plomacy and make war, those actions 
and decisions have consequences. If 
we leave now, or even in the near fu¬ 
ture, the number of innocent civilian 
deaths will grow as sectarian violence 
goes unchecked. We may save the lives 
of American soldiers, but the question 
of who is ultimately responsible for the 
deaths of many more Iraqis will only 
have one obvious, uncomfortable and 
unavoidable answer: America. 
The serious contenders for the pres¬ 
idency recognize that we cannot leave 
Iraq. Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
the presumptive Democratic presiden¬ 
tial, was wise not to jump totally on the 
Get-Out-Now bandwagon. We can’t. 
Anyway, with five super-bases being 
built around Iraq, it seems we won’t. 
We may have invaded for the wrong 
reasons - oil, as even Alan Greenspan 
has acknowledged - but perhaps now 
that we’re there, we can start to do the 
right thing. We can apologize for vio¬ 
lating Iraqi sovereignty, murdering their 
civilians, throwing the country into cha¬ 
os and stoking sectarian violence. And 
when we’ve apologized for our hubris 
and greed, we can start to rebuild what 
we have torn down. We should try to 
leave the country in better shape than 
before we broke it. 
Do not mistake what I am saying: 
the current military-only plan of action 
is not working either. But there is a 
middle ground between “staying the 
course” and “bringing the troops home.” 
In addition to providing security (how¬ 
ever minimal) through military force, 
broader diplomatic options need to be 
pursued. Instead of dictating what the 
Iraqi people want, Washington needs to 
provide them with a forum to discuss 
and create the country, or countries, 
they want without interfering in the 
process. The battle to win hearts and 
minds is all but lost; we used, and con¬ 
tinue to use, bullets when we should 
use words. 
This is how we could recover from 
our moral and ethical bankruptcy by 
using this as a lesson in humility. We 
have trodden heavily and proven our¬ 
selves unable to responsibly handle the 
power that comes with carrying a big 
stick. America should learn from that 
mistake, use this failure as a moment 
for national self-reflection and make 
changes here, in Iraq and in our larger 
foreign policy. 
Something about the American oc¬ 
cupation of Iraq needs to change. Our 
soldiers and hired mercenaries should 
not be able to murder with impunity. 
The interests of Iraqis in Iraq should be 
put before our own. Americans need 
to accept and maturely handle the con¬ 
sequences of their country’s actions. 
When it’s all over, we need to think 
about what we’ve done, learn from our 
failures and move forward without the 
arrogance and hubris that have shred¬ 
ded our Constitution and mutilated 
quintessential American values into 
nothing more than baseless ignorance, 
unchecked greed and mindless jingo- 
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College Rankings Important for Comparisons 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
MANAGING FORUM 
EDITOR 
This September 
7th, President Hansen 
joined 19 other liberal 
arts college presidents 
in signing a statement that promises to 
remove mention of the U.S. News and 
World Report rankings from all college 
publications. The statement criticizes 
the rankings for creating an “admissions 
frenzy” that gives prospective students 
the false impression that “American 
higher education can be reduced to one 
number.” Instead of complying with 
the U.S. News rankings surveys, schools 
will make the data available on their 
websites so that prospective students 
can research the information they want 
without becoming obsessed with the 
college’s place on a list. 
James Fergerson, director of Insti¬ 
tutional Planning and Analysis at Bates, 
agrees that the U.S. News rankings are 
not the best way to gain perspective on 
a college. In a July 15th article published 
in The Lewiston Sun Journal, Fergerson 
writes that what worries him most about 
the rankings is their “suspect methodol¬ 
ogy and oversimplifications.” Fergerson 
mentions that “up to 70 percent of the 
overall ranking score for the top 25 lib¬ 
eral arts colleges could be explained 
by using a single factor - instructional 
expenditures per student.” In other 
words, of the 14 factors that U.S. News 
works into its rankings, most are some¬ 
how connected to how much money 
the college has to spend. Lloyd Thacker, 
an ex-guidance counselor now working 
to make U.S. News rankings irrelevant, 
said, “Colleges behave as if they’re in the 
hospitality business, and people wonder 
why they’ve gotten so expensive” (New 
York Times Magazine). One of Thack¬ 
er’s main problems with the rankings is 
that they treat colleges like businesses 
providing a service, therefore high¬ 
lighting factors like dining services and 
groundskeeping while ignoring aspects 
of higher education that cannot be mon¬ 
etarily quantified. 
I agree with both Fergerson and 
Thacker in their assessment that the U.S. 
News rankings overemphasize the fi¬ 
nances and the “fluff” in determining the 
top liberal arts colleges in the country. I 
disagree, however, with the idea that the 
rankings have no correlation whatsoever 
with the quality of the education at a 
particular school. 
To me, the rankings debate seems 
veiy similar to the SATs debate. Like 
rankings, the basic argument against the 
SATs concerns relevancy and money: 
opponents say that standardized testing 
results are not a reliable predictor of aca¬ 
demic success in college and that scores 
are much higher among students who 
can afford tutoring. These arguments 
certainly hold some clout, but they ig¬ 
nore the fact that standardized testing 
is the only way to numerically compare 
students across different school dis¬ 
tricts. Although SAT scores are certainly 
skewed according to the resources avail¬ 
able to the student, when considered in 
context, they do reflect a student’s verbal 
and math skills through multiple choice 
questions. For instance, as an “English 
person,” I think it’s logical that I would 
score higher on the verbal section of the 
SATs than the math. Although flawed, 
standardized testing is meaningful in 
terms of making preliminary compari¬ 
sons. 
The advantage of both the SATs and 
the U.S. News rankings is that they are, 
by definition, standardized. Without 
SAT scores, Bates admissions officers 
have to do a lot more detective work to 
determine what a student’s high school 
GPA really means in terms of the school 
system. Similarly, without something 
like the U.S. News rankings, prospective 
students have to do a lot more research 
in order to compare colleges. 
The alternatives to the rankings that 
James Fergerson suggests in his article 
are rather scattered in terms of the infor¬ 
mation they provide. The National Cen¬ 
ter for Educational Statistics (http://nces. 
ed.gov) includes graphical representa¬ 
tions of various statistics but fails to offer 
a tool for comparing colleges. College 
See US NEWS RANKINGS, page 3 
The Poll AN INTERACTIVE POLL EXPRESSING THE VIEWS OF the Student's readers 
What would be the BEST use for either of the two empty 
buildings on campus, Hedge and Roger Williams? 
Student Service Center: including 
Dean of Students, Registrar, Financial 
Services, Concierge and Electronic 
Access 
24% 
23% 
Housing for Philosophy and 
Religion, Environmental 
Studies and one other (un¬ 
determined) department 
Center for Cultural and Inter¬ 
national Engagement: includ¬ 
ing foreign language studies, 
Classical and Medieval Studies, 
Office of Off-Campus Study 
26% 
The buildings should be 
demolished for green 
space 
20% 
Practice space for musi¬ 
cians/studios for artists 
Vote in next week's interactive poll or respond to the poll at 
WWW. BATESSTU DENT.C0M Note: 85 people voted in this poll. 
Why Holiday Season is Like Red Sox Season 
JOHN MILEY 
ASSISTANT FORUM 
EDITOR 
How is Halloween 
like one of the Red Sox? 
The question doesn’t 
come up too often, but 
it should. The epic Halloween dance 
happened this past weekend, and it was 
fun for every boy and ghoul. Every year 
people forget that the dance costs five 
dollars, and every year people complain. 
We get a chance to be someone else for 
a night, to dress up as our favorite movie 
star, pro athlete or inanimate object. 
Girls get to dress up as sluts, the most 
popular costume for “the other half,” as 
I like to call women. If you aren’t a slut, 
it’s great because you can pretend to be 
one for a night. If you are a slut, it’s great 
because you don’t need to go out and 
get a costume. It’s the one costume with 
absolutely no drawbacks. 
Halloween fills everyone with that 
child-like wonder and excitement that is 
so hard to attain amidst assignments and 
obligations. But Halloween is only the 
beginning. What follows is a series of 
events that are all packed with awesome¬ 
ness. After Halloween, there is Thanks¬ 
giving and then Christmas, finally ending 
with New Year’s Eve. The holiday season 
they call it - a time to hunker down for 
the cold weather and spend hundreds 
of dollars on useless toys, I can feel the 
excitement just thinking about it as the 
leaves fall down and a chill fills the air. 
I’m sure you’re wondering: “How is 
Halloween like one of the Red Sox?” The 
answer lies in the holiday season that 
approaches. 
Halloween is the first holiday that 
starts us on our journey. It is reliable and 
always fun, getting the job done year af¬ 
ter year, Halloween is like Josh Beckett, 
opening up the game with overpower¬ 
ing fast balls and dirty change-ups. Just 
like it is impossible to hit Josh Beckett, 
it is impossible not to have fun on Hal¬ 
loween. It’s the holiday that you go into 
every year knowing that if you execute 
the game plan - getting a good costume 
- then you’ll be rewarded with an espe¬ 
cially great night. 
Thanksgiving and Christmas take the 
shape and form of more Red Sox players. 
Thanksgiving is the set-up man. There’s 
some uncertainty each year in getting 
your whole family in one room, but if 
you get a good one - a sort of Hideki 
Okajima holiday set-up - you’re in for a 
great time. Thanksgiving comes around 
right when you need it, a time when you 
feel like you just have to meet up with 
family that you’ve been away from for so 
long. Okajima comes in there right when 
the Sox need him, setting up the Red 
Sox perfectly for the finishing punch. 
Then it comes at you at 98 miles 
per hour. A rush of anxious excitement, 
filled with moments of stress but ulti¬ 
mately overpowering you with joy. It’s 
Christmas time. It’s Jonathan Papelbon. 
Christmas is filled with presents, deco¬ 
rations and packages. It’s almost as if 
Christmas, in the most secular sense, is 
grounded in the image it keeps up. Pres¬ 
ents are wrapped in shiny paper and 
decorations cover the household. In the 
same sense, Papelbon maintains his im¬ 
age of intimidation. Papelbon possesses 
a death stare, one that seems to blur the 
line between sanity and insanity. It’s the 
look of a man who would paint his body 
blue and lead the charge against English 
oppressors, like Mel Gibson and friends 
from “Braveheart.” 
What is most important is that Papel¬ 
bon never falters from this image, just 
as Christmas never strays from its im¬ 
age. Even the biggest cynic would have 
to agree that even with all the facades, 
there is still a real genuineness behind 
both Christmas and Papelbon. Christ¬ 
mas, for all its packaging, is really a joy¬ 
ous time; Papelbon, for all his fierceness, 
really is somewhat insane. 
Perhaps you’re disagreeing, saying 
that Papelbon danced in his underwear 
on national television, losing some of 
his great intensity. Papelbon did dance 
an Irish jig after a big win, but notice 
something on those video clips: he jigs 
with the same fierce stare with which he 
pitches. The image is not far from the 
truth, and as scary as it may be, Papel¬ 
bon is one crazy man, just like Christmas 
is one crazy holiday. 
Jonathan Papeibon closes out the 
game and gets the save just as Christmas 
tops off the holiday season with a bang. 
Then we have New Year’s Eve, which 
is the after-party of the holiday season 
- very much like the madness that fol¬ 
lows a World Series victory. All bets are 
off and anything goes. Throw away the 
digital cameras because you don’t want 
this stuff documented in case potential 
employers get word of it. 
Then we float into holiday off-sea¬ 
son, waiting for it all to happen again. 
Soon, another year will come, with Hal¬ 
loween starting it up, Thanksgiving pro¬ 
viding the set-up, Christmas climaxing 
the season, and New Year’s Eve tying 
everything up in an uproarious denoue- 
-ment. * 
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The Four Typecast Roles of the Bates Group Project: 
What to Expect When the Workhorse, the Capable Slacker, the Incapable-Go-Getter and the Badass Join Forces 
TOM FLANAGAN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Group presentations seem 
great in theory. It’s assumed 
that if the class benefits from 
a single person’s presentation, 
then they will all benefit four 
times as much from a four- 
person group’s presentation. 
Giving a presentation is also thought to be a chal¬ 
lenge that offers the exciting opportunity to learn 
how to cooperate with your peers. Four students 
collaborating on a joint project are also expected 
to put in just as much effort as they would for an 
individual presentation, therefore creating a proj¬ 
ect that’s four times as impressive. Unfortunately, 
these assumptions are all completely false. In real¬ 
ity, group presentations are a spectacular waste of 
time for everyone involved, and sadly they are also 
a staple of the academic experience here at Bates. 
Go figure. 
The belief that the audience benefits more from 
group presentations than individual presentations is 
inherently flawed because the audience never ben¬ 
efits from presentations, period. It doesn’t matter if 
the presenter is one kid awkwardly trying to read 
his poster upside down or a panel of former school 
locker inhabitants wielding laser pens; once an in- 
class presentation begins the rest of the class slips 
into a coma. In fact, most savvy upperclassmen 
count presentation dates as days off because abso¬ 
lutely nothing is expected of them. Even if there is 
an opportunity for questions and answers (always a 
great opportunity to practice your cricket calls), no 
one actually holds the presenters accountable for 
anything. In the rare instance that someone pipes 
up with a challenging question, the whole class 
typically does everything short of initiating an im¬ 
promptu stoning; sighs, eye rolls, death stares and 
jerk faces are all common and completely warranted 
in this situation. It’s simply uncalled-for to needle 
your classmates in a situation where they’re so emo¬ 
tionally vulnerable and also being graded on their 
responses. 
As far as the perceived challenge of creating 
presentations themselves, I’m wondering when pro¬ 
fessors will stop being blown away by Microsoft 
Powerpoint, since I’m pretty sure I started creating 
slideshows in early middle school. To put that level 
of sophistication in perspective, at that time I also 
wore Boston Celtics sweat suits (with tapered elastic 
ankles, of course) to school pretty much every day. 
Seriously, how many times can we look at 15 con¬ 
secutive slides with a title across the top, a piece of 
copyright-infringing clip art on one side and three 
bullet points on the other and pretend that it’s a 
stunning use of technology? Maybe it’s those crazy 
effects, like when instead of simply disappearing, 
one slide melts into the next one like ice or opens 
up like shutters? How about when each bullet point 
enters the slide to a sound effect like the screeching 
brakes or the choo-choo of an approaching train? Is 
that what’s really knocking your socks off, profes¬ 
sors? All I’m trying to say is that someone could 
have their kitten scamper across the keyboard and 
create a better slideshow than some 
I’ve seen, yet students stepping up 
to present with hand-drawn 
posters are still automatical¬ 
ly seen as less prepared. 
Easily the biggest 
problem with group 
presentations, though, 
is the disproportionate 
amount of work that people 
put into them. “Working 
as a team” and “cooper¬ 
ating” are code names 
for “find the workhorse 
in your group and ride 
them into the ground 
like Hidalgo.” I’ve 
done a number of 
presentations here at 
Bates, and without fail 
everyone in the group 
claims a distinct role. 
First, there’s the 
workhorse. It’s only 
logical to start with this 
poor soul, because 
the whole project is 
riding on her (I’m 
using the femi¬ 
nine pronoun 
here because, let’s 
face facts, it’s always a girl who does all the 
work). In some cases she’s a control freak 
who won’t let anyone else get involved, which usu¬ 
ally doesn’t take much arm-twisting, but more often 
than not she simply gets walked all over. At the 
initial meeting where assignments are broken up, 
this is the girl who somehow ends up responsible 
for checking out and summarizing nine monstrous 
books that she can’t even fit in one backpack. Ironi¬ 
cally, come presentation day her hard work is usu¬ 
ally overlooked because some hot shot does all the 
talking and plagiarizes everything the workhorse has 
researched over the course of several weeks. Just 
think of how outstanding a workhorse’s individual 
presentation could be if she wasn’t saddled down 
with so much dead weight. It’s too bad she needs 
to learn how to “work as a team” instead. 
Next is the capable slacker. This person will 
attend all of the meetings, respond diligently to all 
of the e-mails, write serviceable contributions and 
maybe even take on something slightly involved like 
formatting the bibliography or creating a handful of 
slides. This is only when assigned, though. The ca¬ 
pable slackers are content to coast along doing ab¬ 
solutely nothing until something is specifically asked 
of them, at which point they will procrastinate but 
ultimately come through. They are frustrating, but 
they help out. Thanks to their vague awareness of 
what’s going on, they are also prime candidates to 
be the thunder thief on presentation day. 
Another staple of every group is 
the incapable go-getter. These 
people are simply not help¬ 
ful. Their written work is il¬ 
legible drivel and the slides 
they create are complete gib¬ 
berish. Of course, they also 
take on amounts of work 
only surpassed by the 
workhorse, causing 
complete chaos when 
the group’s individual 
pages or slides need 
to be combined. 
The incapable go- 
getters often ignore 
the group’s estab¬ 
lished formatting 
guidelines, overlap¬ 
ping into other mem¬ 
bers’ allotted subject matter 
and just generally behaving 
like a live grenade in the, 
midst of the project. In¬ 
evitably, the work- 
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grenade by redoing 
all of the incapable 
go-getter’s shoddy work. 
Last, and certainly not least, is the badass. He is a 
real treat to work with (I’m using the masculine pro¬ 
noun here because this person is absolutely certain 
to be a guy - it’s science). He will constantly skip 
meetings without excuses, be impossible to reach 
via email or phone, openly explain his disregard for 
the outcome of the project, sigh and check his watch 
only moments into the meetings he attends and just 
generally act like he’s better than everyone else. In 
most cases this role is played by a senior who may 
be taking the class pass/fail, but even if he’s not he 
maintains that wonderful “D is for diploma,” or “D is 
for Dad’s company,” or “D is for I’m a D-bag” kind 
of work ethic. The one good thing about the badass 
is that his intentions and demeanor are so transpar¬ 
ent that the professor can clearly tell he contributed 
nothing and grade him accordingly, right? 
Wrong, and that’s the number one problem with 
group projects - they are literally impossible to grade 
fairly. Some professors simply grade the group as 
a whole, ignoring the great disparities in effort. To 
avoid that issue, some professors employ a grading 
strategy that I like to call “live together, die alone.” 
This is when the professor asks each group mem¬ 
ber to write a report of how the group functioned 
and how much work each person did, sometimes 
even requesting a numerical percentage of how 
much work you yourself contributed. First of all, 
it’s impossible to quantify work like that. Second, 
how can you expect someone to calmly torpedo a 
classmate’s grade like a stone-faced killer? Even if I 
had been the workhorse for my group, which would 
mean that the single laziest group in Bates history 
had somehow been assembled, I can’t imagine rat¬ 
ting out everyone else. Using these reports implies 
that these professors believe that if a conflict arises, 
based on the presentation they can evaluate who is 
telling the tmth. If that’s the case, why not just grade 
each student that way in the first place instead of 
asking group members to play panic-stricken GPA 
roulette? “Well, I guess I should put 25 percent be¬ 
cause there’s four of us, but I don’t trust that smirk 
Joey just gave me after he passed his evaluation in... 
eh... ah... 100 percent!” 
For all their faults, group presentations rarely 
receive criticism simply because they’re graded so 
easily. If you just jump through the required hoops 
you’ll get a fine grade and everyone can just move 
on. So, why am I lashing out against these ulti¬ 
mately beneficial assignments? Because, as a high 
school teacher who was retiring at year’s end once 
told my class, “I don’t care guys, I’m sailing into the 
sunset.” I’m a senior, I don’t see many group pre¬ 
sentations left between me and graduation and I just 
can’t contain the rage I feel toward them any lon¬ 
ger. All of the benefit of their cotton-soft grading 
has been completely overshadowed by aggravation. 
Meeting in the copy room at night, playing e-mail 
tag with people who boldly pretend that they don’t 
check their inbox every day, smiling and nodding 
when the incapable go-getter makes a frighteningly 
bad suggestion, seeing the audience’s pathetic va¬ 
cant stares as we present - I just can’t deal with any 
of it. So, yes, the easy grades have been nice, but 
group presentations need to be permanently wiped 
off Bates syllabi and the face of the earth. Please. 
Think of the workhorses. 
mmm 
58,000 
Price, in pounds, that someone 
paid for a lock of Che Guevara's hair 
at a U.S. auction. Bill Butler, 6l, was 
the only bidder and received three 
inches of Che’s hair. 
200.8 
Length, in meters, of a wedding 
dress that a Chinese man had made 
for his wife-to-be, He originally want¬ 
ed the dress to be 2,008 meters long 
to honor the upcoming 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. He changed his mind af¬ 
ter deciding that 2,008 meters would 
be too long. The 200.8 meter version 
weighs close to 100 kg. 
240,000,000 
Amount, in dollars, that Micro¬ 
soft invested in Facebook. Microsoft’s 
purchase represents a 1.6% stake in 
Facebook. Facebook has been val¬ 
ued at 15 billion dollars despite the 
fact that currently, Facebook's rev¬ 
enue doesn’t even reach 200 million 
dollars. 
75 
Percent of people, according to 
a CNN/Opinion Research Corp. poll, 
who disapprove of Congress’ perfor¬ 
mance. A year ago, in a similar poll, 
63 percent of people disapproved. 
The poll puts Congress’ approval rat¬ 
ing at 22 percent. 
400 
Cases of sleepwalking at Trav- 
elodge hotels in the past year. Many 
sleepwalkers roamed naked and one 
was arrested after being locked out 
of the hotel. Travelodge staff have 
been trained to keep towels in the 
lobby so that naked sleepwalkers can 
cover up. 
1,000 
Amount, in dollars, that an Aus- 
trailian barmaid has been fined for 
crushing beer cans between her bare 
breasts while on the job. 
sources: ananova.com, cnn.com 
U.S. News Rankings Should Be Revised, Not Avoided 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
Results Online (http://collegeresults.org) does have a 
built-in comparison feature but only includes informa¬ 
tion regarding graduation rates. Similarly, Economic 
Diversity of Colleges (www.economicdiversity.org) in¬ 
cludes a do-it-yourself comparison tool, but it caters to 
a very narrow slice of data. 
By far the most comprehensive collection of data 
on Bates is the “Bates Facts Institutional Profile” which 
is released every year by the Office of Institutional Plan¬ 
ning and Analysis. This document includes every Bates 
statistic imaginable: number of applicants, average SAT 
scores, most popular countries to study abroad, num¬ 
ber of students from every state and nation, a list of 
every student organization, number of students living 
in each residential building on campus, etc. Although 
the “Bates at a Glance” sections of the website help to 
summarize the document, sloshing through a 20-page 
data set doesn’t really seem like a practical way to get 
a sense of the quality of a college. 
While the data they choose to emphasize is cer¬ 
tainly in need of revision, U.S. News seems to have the 
right idea in terms of simplifying the college process 
through rankings. Skimming the 2008 hierarchy of col¬ 
leges, I do see a distinctive pattern: at the top are the 
colleges I didn’t get into, around Bates are the colleges 
I did get into, and below Bates on the list are my “safety 
schools.” The spectrum isn’t perfect, but it is clearly 
there. 
President Hansen resists the idea that higher educa¬ 
tion can be quantified as “one number” and yet, by call¬ 
ing ourselves a “highly selective institution” aren’t we 
already subscribing to the fact that some colleges are 
better than others? Why sugarcoat this fact by avoiding 
the U.S. News rankings? 
In the end, I think the rankings are an important 
tool for comparing schools and, to date, U.S. News and 
World Report is the only publication that dares to com¬ 
bine various factors into an overall rank (The Princeton 
Review does have various top-20 lists, but they are by 
category rather than being all-inclusive). Since most 
aspects of a school - its location, its food, its campus, 
the personality of its student body - are unquantifiable, 
I see nothing wrong with using a numerical ranking 
as perhaps the only concrete means of comparison. 
The college admissions process is already complicated 
enough; there is no need to make prospective students 
go on scavenger hunts for data. Opponents of the U.S. 
News rankings also ignore the fact that the list is most 
often used as a starting point in the college search rath¬ 
er than the deciding factor and that it serves to publi¬ 
cize lesser-known schools such as Bates. 
Bates’ decision to revoke from college publications 
any mention of the school’s 24th place in U.S. News 
rankings seems rather hypocritical in light of all of the 
posh construction going on around campus. If college 
really is a place of learning and not a place of busi¬ 
ness, why spend thousands of dollars on commodities 
like the Bates Walk while cutting funding for student 
activities? The reality is that we are in competition with 
other liberal arts colleges, particularly those that are 
ranked above us on the notorious list. By showcasing 
the Imaging Center and the new Rand Village on tours, 
the administration is trying to get as many students as 
possible to apply to Bates so that they can then reject 
as many students as possible, therefore making Bates 
increasingly “selective.” If these kinds of statistics drive 
the long-term “master planning” of the college, it seems 
a little strange to call a list that quantifies these statistics 
irrelevant. For better or worse, money does play a ma¬ 
jor role in the quality of a college. 
I think it’s time to stop beating around the bush 
and start admitting that college rankings are impor¬ 
tant both for prospective students and for the colleges 
themselves. If college presidents don’t like the specific 
factors weighed in determining the U.S. News rankings, 
they should work toward changing the criteria but not 
toward eliminating the rankings all together. Although 
the 20-college statement does emphasize the need to 
reshape the rankings since they will not “soon disap¬ 
pear,” refusing to print U.S. News ranking altogether 
seeims to be more of an avoidance tactic than a call for 
criteria reform. 
Colors - Waxing - Massage - Polarity 
.i AMPU 
UTTER 
WALK-INS WELCOME 
786-3363 
Student Discounts 
48 Central Ave. One Flock from Gray Cage! 
The Pop Shoppe 
413 Mata Street, Lewiston 777-SHJP 
today - Sunday 7am-2pm (Breakfast only Sat. & Sm) 
25% Discount!* 
Breakfasts 
great pancakes 
homemade combeefbash 
past omelettes 
homemade sausage 
ourella-binaiia crepes 
Homemade Desserts 
cannolis 
Italian cheesecake 
chocolate silk pie 
tiramiso 
haasna, spUfpt 
lunches 
radar $5 
starting at 11am 
Evening 
Reservations 
for parties of 20- 
people 
select my type of 
food 
I 
1 
i 
1 
I ◄t 
Leaf jump 
Greg Waters 
Band 2 comes 
back after "last* 
concert 
Trick or Drink 
Football, field 
hockey, volleyball 
and soccer have 
a combined four 
NESCAC wins 
T4- 
Scheduled 
spontaneity. 
Who do they 
think they are, 
Dispatch? 
Most people 
chose drink. 
It’s a sad season 
to be a Bobcat. 
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“The Birthday Party” Leaves Ultimate 
Message up to Viewer's Interpretation 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Anna Stockwell ’08 and Scott Pierce ’08 star in Amanda Ayotte's senior thesis production, “The Birthday Party.” 
ELIZA REED 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
This past weekend, perfectly in 
tune yvith the Halloween season, Har¬ 
old Pinter’s eerie play “The Birthday 
Party” was performed in Gannett The¬ 
atre. The play was directed by Amanda 
Ayotte ’08 and will serve as part of her 
senior thesis. 
“The Birthday Party” unfolds in an 
old, coastal boarding house that is run 
by an elderly couple, Meg and Petey, 
(Anna Stockwell ’08 and Scott Pierce 
’08, respectively). The house has had 
only one tenant, Stanley, played by Alex 
Iyer ’ll, a failed piano player who has 
resided there for over a year. They are 
visited frequently by Lulu (Maggie Mc- 
Cally ’08) a young woman who covets 
Stanley. They all live in a comfortable 
routine that is harshly interrupted by 
the arrival of two thug-like business¬ 
men, Goldberg (Joe Williams ’09) and 
McCann (Fabio Periera ’08). 
The play is dominated by Goldberg 
and McCann’s psychological conquest 
of Stanley, which is culminated in the 
final break-down Stanley suffers at his 
own birthday party. The psychological 
torture results in Stanley attempting to 
strangle Meg and sexually assaulting 
Lulu. The play ends with Stanley hav¬ 
ing lost all psychological control; he 
can’t walk on his own or speak. He is 
taken away by Goldberg and McCann. 
The other characters are left with regret 
and chagrin. 
“The Birthday Party” was Harold 
Pinter’s first full-length play. Pinter is 
known for his witty dialogue, provoca¬ 
tive imagery, irony and ambiguity. His 
works tend to have minimal plot, focus¬ 
ing rather on unfolding drama. They 
highlight power struggles between 
characters fighting for psychological 
and territorial dominance. His works 
tend to reflect his political views and 
changes in his personal life. 
These qualities of Pinter’s work 
inspired Ayotte to choose the play. “I 
picked this play because the script real¬ 
ly struck me when I first read it. When 
I read it over and over I realized how 
deep all of the characters were. Every¬ 
thing in the script is there for a reason 
and it’s my personal theory that every¬ 
thing that happens on stage should 
have a purpose, so the script and my 
directing style meshed very well,” re¬ 
flects Ayotte. 
Stockwell did a good job at em¬ 
phasizing the neuroses of her charac¬ 
ter, making Meg annoying but lovable. 
However, at times she was somewhat 
over the top, becoming more of a cari¬ 
cature of her character. Her inflection 
during her character's constant ques¬ 
tioning of whether things were “good” 
or “nice” was quite comical. 
Wiliams’ performance was particu¬ 
larly impressive. He added dimension 
to his character while keeping the audi¬ 
ence in the dark about Goldberg’s past 
and motives. Williams and Periera had 
noticeable chemistry that was highlight¬ 
ed during their interrogation scenes. 
The timing of their line delivery was 
perfectly in-sync. 
The set of the play was well done, 
the simple dining room setting func¬ 
tioned as both homely and. spooky 
without detracting from the focus on the 
actors. The changes in lighting played 
a key role in furthering the plot and 
emphasizing Goldberg and McCann’s 
psychological domination of Stanley. 
The play left the viewers question¬ 
ing and evaluating the characters, their 
actions and the play’s message to the 
world. 
“The overall message is not some¬ 
thing for me to decide; it’s not even 
something for Pinter to decide. Part of 
what makes the play so powerful is that 
it has a different message for everyone 
who watches it. Very rarely does the 
audience get to make that choice,” com¬ 
ments Ayotte. 
Mac's Grill's Southwestern Menu 
Caters to Ravenous Carnivores 
JULIA RESNICK 
RESTAURANT CRITIC 
I love red meat. A good steak is 
the reason why I am not a vegetar¬ 
ian. Sadly, Commons’ steak offerings 
do not fulfill my cravings, and I spend 
my school year practically a vegetar¬ 
ian. So this week I went to Mac’s Grill 
in Auburn in search of some delicious 
steak. And there I 
found meat. Lots 
and lots of meat. 
Apparently we 
weren’t the only 
ones who wanted 
a steak on a chilly 
fall night. The 
parking lot was 
packed, and most 
of the tables were 
filled with resi¬ 
dents of the Lew¬ 
iston-Auburn area; 
not another Bates 
kid was in sight. 
Luckily, we were 
able to get a table 
without waiting. 
Mac’s Grill is 
decorated to make 
you feel like you 
are in the South¬ 
west, or at least 
the stereotypical 
New Englander’s 
belief of the Southwest. The wood- 
paneled walls are covered with artifacts 
ranging from buffalo heads to Indians 
chasing buffalos to Navajo blankets. 
Despite the chintzyness and lack of 
authenticity of Mac’s Grill, I love that a 
little bit of the southwest has made its 
way to Maine. Mac’s Grill also doubles 
as apsports bar; I bet it Would be a fun 
place to watch a Sox game. 
We started our meal with the Bull 
Chips, which were recommended by 
our waitress. Bull Chips are like noth¬ 
ing I have ever had before. The fresh¬ 
ly made potato chips were smothered 
in buffalo sauce, ground beef, cheese 
and sour cream. It was a heart attack 
on a plate, but it was totally worth it. 
My only suggestion would be a little 
bit less buffalo sauce; it was overpow¬ 
ering at times. 
By the time we were done sharing 
our chips I hardly needed to eat din¬ 
ner, but when my meal was put down 
in front of me I couldn’t possibly say 
no. I ordered Custer’s Last Stand, (at 
Mac’s even the names of their dishes 
fit into the (southwest theme). Custer’s 
Last Stand is a steak burger on garlic 
bread with sauteed mushrooms, onions 
and Swiss cheese. The only way for 
such a combination to be bad is poorly 
cooked steak. This meat was cooked 
medium rare, just as I requested. And 
though it was not the best steak ever, 
I was very happy with it. All sand¬ 
wiches and burgers come with fries or 
beer-battered onion rings. I didn’t try 
the fries but the 
onion rings were 
great: nice and 
crispy, but not 
too greasy. 
My friends 
enjoyed their 
dinners as well. 
One ordered 
a burger with 
Swiss cheese and 
mushrooms and 
the other ate a 
buffalo chicken 
sandwich. If you 
are not into red 
meat, there are 
some chicken or 
fish options to 
choose from but 
there is not'much 
to eat if you are 
a vegetarian. I 
don’t think that 
any of us came 
close to finishing 
our dinners. As good as the food is, 
there was just so much of it! 
Mac’s Grill is not a place to go if 
you are trying to be healthy. Also, it is 
a bit expensive for a burger, but I think 
it is well worth it for a good steak. I 
definitely plan on going to Mac’s Grill 
next time I have a craving for steak. I 
> am giving it 3.5 Bobcats. 
Morning-After Etiquette 
SARAH KATHERINE & 
RACHEL JESSIE 
SEX COLUMNISTS 
The morning-after is always an un¬ 
comfortable situation and usually leaves 
you regretting the previous night’s de¬ 
cisions. While it’s an unfortunate in¬ 
evitability that most will experience, it 
is possible to handle the circumstance 
with minimal awkwardness and a cool 
demeanor - although we hope this 
doesn’t happen to you too often. 
If upon waking from a groggy 
slumber you come to the realization 
that you are naked and have a foreign 
arm wrapped around you, or you find 
yourself in an unfamiliar location, you 
may want to proceed with the follow¬ 
ing protocol. First, look at the person 
you’re sleeping with, and make sure to 
do this with as little motion as possible 
so as to not stir your sleeping partner. 
Remember: excessive cuddling at this 
point in the morning is not acceptable 
- you are no longer drunk. Next, sur¬ 
vey the room to asses your surround¬ 
ings and determine where you may be 
is it a suite? A double? A quad? These 
are all important clues as to where you 
are and who is beside you. Third, scan 
the room for missing items of cloth¬ 
ing, as these will be beneficial for your 
potentially long trek home. When do¬ 
ing these things, be sure not to snoop 
around the room too much - you don’t 
want to find something that will make 
you further regret the previous night’s 
choice. 
If you need to use the bathroom 
and you can’t find enough of your own 
clothing, it is considered socially ac¬ 
ceptable to borrow a t-shirt for the trip 
down the hall. However, it should only 
be borrowed for your bathroom trip; 
do not keep any souvenirs or evidence. 
While in the bathroom, remember that 
an attempt to sneakily brush your teeth 
is unacceptable; in fact, it’s cheating. 
When your partner notices your fresh 
breath, they will immediately become 
self-conscious of their inevitably bad 
breath, and it can only make things 
more awkward. 
One of the most difficult morning- 
after tasks is determining how best to 
leave your partner’s place of residence. 
If you are trying to evade an interaction 
altogether, there are two routes you can 
take: the mad dash (where you leave 
before they wake up) or the peaceful 
parting (usually involving a short sign- 
off like, “I should probably go, I’ll see 
you later”). If you decide to go with 
the “hit and run” approach, it is proper 
etiquette to first make sure that your 
partner is fully covered by blankets and 
sheets - it is never friendly to leave a 
half-naked and hung-over person in an 
unlocked dorm room. Also, you must 
make sure not to leave behind' any be¬ 
longings so as to avoid any further un¬ 
necessary interaction, or else go out 
wearing things you won’t miss. Also, 
boys, do not under any circumstances 
leave your socks behind; this is an all 
too common mistake. 
The most confusing choice is what 
to do if you’re ready to leave, and your 
partner is still asleep, but you don’t want 
to employ the “hit and run.” Should 
you wake them? This is a tricky ques¬ 
tion and the jury is still out. Usually, the 
wake-up call is appreciated because it 
will reduce the awkwardness of the im¬ 
minent Commons interaction by mak¬ 
ing you seem cool and confident. But 
now, do you give a kiss goodbye? This 
can ultimately be decided by your feel¬ 
ings about the night before. If you are 
confident in your previous night’s per¬ 
formance (assuming you can remember 
it), you can go for a peck, but don’t 
push it too far. 
If your partner attempts the morn¬ 
ing hook-up session it is usually a good 
sign and means that they were into the 
previous night’s happenings, although 
we cannot recommend such behavior 
due to morning breath and dry mouth. 
If you’re not exactly up for the morn¬ 
ing hook up sesh, you can always say 
you need to go to the bathroom and ei¬ 
ther a) refer to the mad dash (and never 
come back), or b) when you get back 
from the bathroom, explain that it is im¬ 
perative that you get back to your room 
to check on your roommates (they were 
feeling a bit ill last night). Alternatively, 
you could send a 911 text to a friend 
who will call you with an “emergency.” 
Most importantly, though, never over¬ 
stay your welcome. Find the right bal¬ 
ance and don’t wait too long to leave. 
When finally leaving, do not put on 
excessive pieces of clothing or jewelry 
because these accessories will be a dead 
giveaway that you’re still wearing your 
outfit from the night before. Also, if 
you run into your partner’s roommates 
or housemates on your way out, always 
play it cool - just remember, you’re the 
one who got some last night. Addition¬ 
ally, it is always acceptable to pick up a 
wounded soldier of Natty Light off the 
dresser and pound it to emphasize your 
victory before exiting. 
Other dilemmas are common if you 
are the host. For starters, offering a 
bottle of water or Gatorade is always 
a friendly gesture and greatly appreci¬ 
ated. If you get up to use the bath¬ 
room and return only to discover your 
partner has decided to monopolize 
your already too-small twin bed, you 
better hope you took gymnastics be¬ 
cause things may need to get acrobatic; 
to avoid waking your partner, various 
forms of climbing and crawling may 
become necessary. Even more difficult 
is how to get your no-longer-welcome 
guest to leave. This is when your cre¬ 
ativity will come in handy as you make 
reference to your immensely busy day. 
Other excuses include the need to 
vomit, or that your parents are coming 
for a visit, either of which should do 
the trick. 
If you should encounter fellow walk- 
ers-of-shame, do not try to form a bond 
with them. Simply put your head down 
and walk with a mission. Be sure to 
avoid all high-traffic causeways, includ¬ 
ing construction areas, as the workers 
will probably point and laugh. While 
this is not detrimental to your social life, 
it is still embarrassing. 
Because of the looming walk of 
shame, there are several major week¬ 
ends during which to avoid this entire 
situation, including the ’80s Dance, Hal¬ 
loween Dance and Gala. In this case, it 
is okay (and recommended) to borrow 
clothes, but always use discretion. While 
I’m sure you are now eager at this point 
to see your friends and dish about the 
events of the past 12 hours, do not meet 
them directly at Commons, regardless 
of how convenient your location or in¬ 
tense your level of hunger. Showing 
up for brunch in unfitting clothes is a 
blatant display of the fact that you still 
have not returned home. 
As much as having sleepovers 
seems like a good idea at the time, 
it makes your life much easier if you 
avoid the situation all together, even if 
it means waking up at 5:30 a.m. and 
running back to your room. Of course, 
the occasional sight of an embarrassed 
walker-of-shame is always good fun for 
the rest of us, so always remember that 
you’re doing the community a service 
by providing a few good laughs before 
the day has even begun. As always, be 
safe and have fun. 
Go to our wefcste and check our memory from home! 
$1.00 oft* | www.DVDNowME.com 
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"Five Cups of Coffee" to Perform at Bates, Sights 
Set on American College Theater Contest 
Defy Your Winter Blues 
with a Splash of Color 
ELIZA REED 
MANAGING ARTS EDITOR 
Next weekend the Department of 
Theater and Rhetoric will present the 
East Coast premiere of “Five Cups of 
Coffee” by Gillette Elvgren. This fall’s 
main stage theater production will 
be performed in Schaeffer The¬ 
atre Thursday through Sunday, 
Nov. 1-3 at 7:30 p.m. with mati¬ 
nee performances on Saturday 
and Sunday at 2 p.m. 
“Five Cups of Coffee” tells 
the love story of twenty-some¬ 
things Hal Bjornson and Rita 
Fuschiano who struggle with 
maintaining their love while be¬ 
ing plagued by their parents’ 
failed marriages and the state of 
the world. Hal, the protagonist, 
is bedeviled by the metaphysi¬ 
cal implications of time. He 
questions the conceptions of 
time lost, future time, the begin¬ 
ning of time and the concept of 
time in the afterlife. 
The story is based on the 
major moments of Hal’s life, 
which are all accompanied by a 
cup of coffee from Milo’s Coffee 
Shop. The play opens with Hal, 
played by Drew Gallagher ’ll, 
who, having just run out on his 
wedding, finds refuge in Milo’s 
Coffee Shop and sits down for 
his first-ever cup of coffee. As 
the play continues, Hal and Rita 
(Marielle Britt TO) are reunited 
and both seek haven at Milo’s 
when they are confronted with 
a challenge or a milestone in 
their marriage. 
Hal and Rita are ever-ac¬ 
companied by their parents 
who constantly meddle in their lives, 
trying to prevent their children from re¬ 
making their own mistakes and to pro¬ 
tect them from the world. 
The cast is remarkably young; four 
of the seven cast members are first- 
years. Senior Steven Lettanzi’s charac¬ 
ter, Milo, anchors the show by serving 
as the narrator. 
Director Paul Kuritz chose this play 
because ol the unique way it handles 
time and space. “The future invades the 
present,” says Kuritz. 
Kuritz also picked the play because 
it features a dilemma that is common 
to many college students. He feels that 
today’s generation is plagued with a 
fear of commitment as a result of their 
parents’ own failed relationships. 
Kuritz emphasized that 40 percent 
of “Five Cups of Coffee” is non-acting. 
Sound, lights and scenery play a major 
role in furthering the plot and convey¬ 
ing the play’s message. Kuritz says this 
play is a spectacle that involves a lot 
of resources that professional groups 
would not be able to fund. 
Throughout the play, Elvgren uses 
coffee as a metaphor for the ever- 
changing stages and emotions of hu¬ 
man life. Each different coffee that Hal 
drinks is indicative of his emotions at 
the time - whether it be black or with 
milk and cognac. The character of Milo 
helps to further this comparison 
by meditating on the intricacies 
of brewing and serving coffee 
and reflecting on how the way 
a person drinks their coffee is 
indicative of their personality. 
Elvgren is a professor of the¬ 
ater arts at Regent University in 
Virginia. He is co-founder and 
resident playwright for Saltworks 
Theatre Company in Pittsburgh 
and has been writing for over 30 
years. He will be in attendance 
at the play’s opening show. 
“Five Cups of Coffee” was 
premiered in 2006 by the pro¬ 
fessional Lamb’s Players Theatre 
in Conronado, CA. 
The Bates production of 
the play is being submitted as 
a contestant to participate in 
the American College Theater 
Festival. This will be Bates’ first 
entry since 1988. Last year more 
than 1,300 productions, involv¬ 
ing more than 200,000 students, 
were entered in the competi¬ 
tion. The goals of the festival, 
which takes place at the John F. 
Kennedy Center of the Perform¬ 
ing Arts in Washington D.C., are 
to “encourage, recognize, and 
celebrate the finest and most 
diverse work produced in uni¬ 
versity and college theater pro¬ 
grams” and to “encourage col¬ 
leges and universities to give 
distinguished productions of 
new plays, especially those written by 
students; the classics, revitalized or new¬ 
ly conceived; and experimental works.” 
The festival tends to invite a range of 
different schools from all over the coun- 
'try and takes place in the spring (www. 
kennedy-center. org). 
In concordance with the theme of 
the play, there will be free coffee during 
the intermission of the show. 
LYDIA FINN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
The mid-semesters always man¬ 
age to be the hardest part of the year. 
We are constantly in between waves 
of backbreaking amounts of work. Just 
when we think we can give ourselves 
a break from something, another wave 
comes crashing down and we find 
ourselves in the library for another 
eight hours. And with daylight savings 
time beginning next weekend, we are 
“quickly losing all of our precious time 
with the sun. Even though it happens 
every year, we don’t have to coincide 
our mood with our environment. It 
may seem silly, but something as sim¬ 
ple as changing your attitude about 
your style can motivate and refresh 
you in a mid-semester rut. 
Here’s my big advice when you 
find yourself in a mid-semester rut, 
whether it’s academic or social: don’t 
let yourself conform to the colors of 
the season! Some of the hardest parts 
of winter are the days when all you 
crave is to just get out of bed and put 
on a breezy summer dress and bright 
Havaianas. But crave no more! Winter 
and fall do not equal dark and drab. 
Don’t let yourself get pulled into feel¬ 
ing like you are preparing for hiber¬ 
nation. Even if Mother Nature wants 
to be boring and brown for a couple 
months, it doesn’t mean that you have 
to, as well. 
To beat the cold weather blues, add 
all the punchy colors that your ward¬ 
robe can handle. The aim is not to mix 
your brightly-colored summer clothes 
with your winter gear but instead to 
get some winter gear in those same 
summer colors. Try orange tights with 
dark brown leather boots and a navy 
jacket or sweater. Violet is particular¬ 
ly refreshing in the winter, especially 
when paired with a beautiful white 
coat or trousers. On cold days, turn to 
pink and gray like you turn to grilled 
cheese and tomato soup. Brightly-col¬ 
ored skinny jeans can blend in perfect¬ 
ly with your winter boots. A bright, 
sunshine-yellow wool dress can easily 
become a winter staple when worn 
with navy leggings or tights. Comple¬ 
ment your beautiful, bright style with a 
rich brown leather bag. 
Incorporating color into your win¬ 
ter wardrobe does not have to mean 
completely redoing your closet. It is 
as easy as getting your winter basics 
in different colors. So when you are 
buying your favorite cashmere pull¬ 
overs from J. Crew or turtlenecks from 
American Apparel, try getting them 
in royal blue or kelly green. Or try 
an opposite approach: don’t let your¬ 
self buy anything black or brown for 
the winter. The brighter your clothes 
are, the happier you will be all winter 
long. And your bright mood will influ¬ 
ence everyone around you, creating a 
brighter and happier campus. 
A huge correlation exists between 
our mood and colors. Some Native 
American tribes believe that color has 
the power to cure illness and use it as 
a part of healing rituals. While every¬ 
one has their own associations with 
color, psychologists have a general 
theory about colors and the emotions 
associated with them. Red and yellow 
attract attention. Green is calming and 
refreshing. Purple is- feminine and ro¬ 
mantic. When we take control of the 
colors in our lives, we have more con¬ 
trol over our moods, despite our envi¬ 
ronments. Don’t let an environment of 
stress and work get you down. Punch 
up your mood and wardrobe with any¬ 
thing that comes out of a package of 
starbursts: bubblegum pink, neon blue, 
lime green and carrot orange. 
Always stay fresh with your style. 
We are at the point in our lives when 
it really doesn’t matter what we wear. 
We don’t report to any authority or 
get approval for our ideas and innova¬ 
tions. We are free to experiment with 
whatever textures, silhouettes or color 
schemes we like. Mixing up the color 
scheme that you associate with every 
season can inspire some fresh thought 
about your personal style and stir up 
some bright positive energy to get you 
through the semester. 
7:30pm on November 1,2, 3 
2:00pm on November 3, 4 
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COURTESY OF PAUL KURITZ, BATES DEPARTMENT OF THEATER 
The East Coast premiere of "Five Cups of Coffee” will 
take place this coming Thursday through Sunday. 
/dD-l^/4 
Better Ingredients. 
Better Pizza. 
786-7272 
Study Break Special 
From 10 pm -1 am 
Buy 1 Large or X-Large Pizza And 
Get 1 FREE 
*Free pizza must be of equal or lesser value. Available for pick-up 
or delivery on Bates College campus. 
786-7272 
2007 the Maine Thing, Inc. Not valid with any other offer. Bices may vary and do not include bottle deposit Customer pays all applicable taxes, including 
sales tax. at participating stores only. Prices subject to change without notice. Additional toppings extra. Limited delivery area. Delivery charges 
may apply. Our drivers carry less then $20M. Prices valid until My 31,2008 
v. 
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White Chocolate Claims Year's First 
Battle of the Bands Title 
Deadpan Comedy and 
Family Values Make 
Dan in Real Life" Shine 
MOVIE 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Izzy's Monochromic Disciples rocked the Bates Musician Union-sponsored Battle of the Bands last Friday night. 
EMMA WIESSER 
STAFF WRITER 
This past Friday night, the Bates 
Musician’s Union presented the year’s 
first Battle of the Bands in the Library 
Arcade. The Battle was fought between 
six bands hailing allegiance to long-war- 
ring musical regions: electronica, heavy 
metal, hip hop, pop and jazz fusion. 
The first of the bands, Shades/Car¬ 
nival Experiment 22, put up a valiant 
effort to win over the growing crowd. 
Unfortunately, sophomore Ryan Pollie’s 
variant musical style failed to complete¬ 
ly capture the Bates audience. While 
Shades/Carnival Experiment 22 was 
well received, their divergence from the 
normal Bates set list (i.e. ’90s Top 40 
hits) was a crucial mistake in their plan 
to win this epic battle. 
The next band, charmingly titled 
Balls Deep, hit the collective student 
groin hard with a round of (heavy) 
metal artillery. As more students arrived 
at the Arcade, Balls Deep capitalized on 
the rising energy and served the crowd 
cannonballs of heavy metal hits. Their 
offense was strong and set the stage for 
the ensuing rumble. 
The battle only heightened as the 
night wore on. Hip hop group Ica¬ 
rus Again dug deep to maintain their 
ground, pulling out such grenades as 
“Sexual Healing” with Frankie White ’ll 
on vocals. The rifts spewed by the lead 
guitar from atop the arcade steps rav¬ 
aged student onlookers. Kevin “Artist” 
Chambers ’09 kept up a steady barrage 
of original lyrics but at a fearful cost: 
Was hip hop enough to win the battle? 
Could nothing stop the impetus of the 
jazz/pop band advance? 
In a prodigious display of firepow¬ 
er and courage, Izzy’s Monochromatic 
Disciples captured the stage after Icarus 
Again left for a party in the Village. The 
cover band attack on the assembled 
crowd of dancers began in earnest. 
Israel Mesa TO on bass was accompa¬ 
nied by sophomore Sam Guilford’s lead 
vocals for a fierce head-on attack on 
the dance-ready crowd. The eviscerat¬ 
ing drumbeats of junior Grif Peterson 
and the fury of sophomore Will Field’s 
guitar descended the library steps and 
took firm hold of the audience. 
Just as the Disciples approached 
the brink of victory, high on the steps 
behind them appeared the glittering 
massed squadrons of White Choco¬ 
late. With Izzy’s powerful regiments 
about to stake their claim on the bat¬ 
tleground, only a prompt retaliation of 
White Chocolate could sustain a jazz- 
fusion offensive and win the Battle of 
the Bands. 
And so they brought it. In a whirl¬ 
wind of clashing guitar picks, scream¬ 
ing bass lines and percussion acrobat¬ 
ics as yet unseen this far north, White 
Chocolate made themselves felt in ev¬ 
ery fiber of every bone of every stu¬ 
dent in the crowd. Dance fiend and 
wallflower alike, unable to deny the 
intense urge to dance to the band’s 
rendition of “Signed, Sealed, Delivered, 
I’m Yours,” were seen running to the 
huddled mass of dancers in front of 
the stage. The battle was over. White 
Chocolate had reclaimed their glory. 
Like a colossal curtain rising in a 
theater of Titans, the stroke of 2 a.m. 
revealed a breathtaking spectacle. 
Amidst the heaped carnage of dancers, 
surrounded by a hazy cloud of smoke, 
stood a group of men - and one or two 
women - holding guitars and clutching 
the remnants of their daim sticks. Col¬ 
lectively they are known as the Bates 
Musician’s Union, and they demand to 
be taken seriously. 
LAURA BURNS 
STAFF WRITER 
In “Dan in Real Life,” Dan Burns 
(Steve Carell) is a single father who 
has devoted his life to raising three 
daughters and writing a parenting ad¬ 
vice column in a 
local paper. When 
the extended fam¬ 
ily gathers at Dan’s 
parents’ house for 
an annual get-to¬ 
gether, his mother 
urges him to take 
more time for him¬ 
self. During a solo 
excursion to a lo¬ 
cal bookstore, Dan 
meets the charm¬ 
ing Marie (Juliette 
Binoche) and they 
hit it off in a big 
way. Everything 
seems promising 
until Dan returns 
to camp, only to 
discover that Ma¬ 
rie is the “special 
guest” of his broth¬ 
er, Mitch (Dane 
Cook). What en¬ 
sues is a series of 
escalated blows to 
Dan’s dignity as he 
struggles to sup¬ 
press his feelings for Marie under the 
claustrophobic surveillance of his fam¬ 
ily. 
I have had great love for the come¬ 
dic stylings of Steve Carell ever since 
his role in “Anchorman,” and my admi¬ 
ration has only grown with the arrival 
of the American version of “The Office” 
and the heart-warming “40-Year-Old 
Virgin.” Plus, my aunt once met him 
in a grocery store. No biggie. What I 
love about him, and what makes him 
particularly perfect for the role of Dan 
Burns, is the sincere quality of his per¬ 
formance. He is no Jim Carey, and I 
greatly appreciate this about him. His 
uncomfortably but brilliantly quirky 
Brick Tamland did deviate from this 
“regular Joe” type. All of his perfor¬ 
mances, however, benefit from an un¬ 
pretentious deadpan that leads me to 
believe he is a down-to-earth, decent 
guy in person. My aunt will probably 
vouch for this. Did I tell you about how 
she met him in a grocery store? 
The movie is great, especially if you 
crave the dark¬ 
ness of farce and 
have a taste for 
subtle humor. All 
the events in the 
plot seem to work 
out to the disad¬ 
vantage of our 
protagonist. Just 
when we think 
Dan cannot pos¬ 
sibly endure fur¬ 
ther humiliation, 
the movie tops it¬ 
self. His hovering 
family and hilari¬ 
ous unit of head¬ 
strong daughters 
stand in judgment 
of Dan’s behavior 
and magnify his 
suffering in a way 
that makes you 
almost feel guilty 
about laughing. 
What’s more, the 
soundtrack is a 
fabulous collection 
of tracks, mainly 
Sondre Lerche and The Faces Down. 
One even features Regina Spektor... oh 
my little heart! The shooting for the 
film is gorgeous at points, as well. If 
I must squeeze out one complaint, it 
would have to be over the film’s length. 
While each moment is enjoyable, it is 
relatively long as far as comedies go: 
one hour and 50 minutes. This must be 
due to the drama lurking at its core. 
To recap, what we have here is a 
stew of beautiful screen shots, lovely 
music and wicked comedy, plus a dash 
of family values and a hint of my favor¬ 
ite quote (possibly in life): “This corn 
is an angel.” Sounds like a recipe for 
success: five Bobcats. Why not? I’m 
destined to be that English teacher who 
awards check plus plus pluses. 
' 
Juliette Binoche and 
Dane Cook 
Balloon Man Mixed 
Traditional Creations with 
Some Originals 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
It would not have been unusual 
to see students wandering from Chase 
Hall last Friday afternoon clutch¬ 
ing multicolored balloons shaped as 
chickens or penguins, smiles still lin¬ 
gering on their faces. Between 11 a.m. 
and noon, students crowded the hall 
outside the cafeteria to see a balloon 
sculpture program presented by Lou¬ 
is Paul, known professionally as the 
“Balloon Man on Campus.” 
A variety of animals and sculptures 
were available for students to choose 
from in a multitude of colors. “It's like 
a fast food restaurant!” said Paul. “I try 
to streamline the orders to make the 
most sculptures in the least amount 
of time.” Students walked away with 
chickens, aliens, cats and swords, as 
well as original creations. 
Without a list of choices, Paul has 
found himself faced with bizarre re¬ 
quests, the most ridiculous of which 
he says was either a hippopotamus 
with udders or a hermaphroditic pen¬ 
guin. Nevertheless, Paul says his fa¬ 
vorite creations are the customized 
requests. He enjoys the creativity 
they allow and the challenge they 
present. 
To Louis Paul, balloon sculptures 
are a form of art and a form of expres¬ 
sion out of which he has built a career. 
He travels from one college campus to 
the next, contributing to events such as 
student activity fairs, dances, homecom¬ 
ings, alumni meetings, orientations and 
spring and winter carnivals. His hope is 
to engage students in the creative pro¬ 
cess, as well as to bring color and fun to 
the academic environment. 
But how, exactly, does one settle on 
an airigamist (a bender of latex) as a 
career choice, particularly after earning 
a degree in Electrical Engineering from 
Frostburg State University? 
Paul recalls his first encounter with 
balloon sculptures at a Shriners circus 
in his hometown of Cumberland, Mary¬ 
land. Shriners is a charity that organizes 
circuses and parades to raise money for 
Shriners Children Hospitals - 22 hospi¬ 
tals nationwide that offer free health¬ 
care to children under the age of 18. 
After watching clowns construct balloon 
sculptures, Paul sat for hours taking one 
apart and putting it back together, ini¬ 
tiating what would be his career for 23 
years and counting. 
Paul’s craft has taken him to college 
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Louis Paul sees balloon sculptures as a 
form of art and expression; his favorite 
creations come from customized re¬ 
quests. 
campuses nationwide, earning him the 
Number One Roving Artist award for 
2002-2003 from Campusawards.com. 
His career has also presented him some 
large-scale challenges. In June of 2000, 
he contributed to the five-day construc¬ 
tion of an incredible structure, recog¬ 
nized by the Guinness Book as the larg¬ 
est non-round balloon sculpture in the 
world. The sculpture was constructed 
in Belgium; it stood 25 feet tall, 80 feet 
wide, and used 40,781 balloons in its de¬ 
piction of two soccer players by a goal. 
Paul was also hired by KB Toys to 
construct a Spongebob balloon sculp¬ 
ture for the grand opening of a Virginia 
toy store. 
After brightening Bates students’ Fri¬ 
day afternoon, Paul headed to Colby to 
hold another program. Paul’s programs 
are unique and create a bright and hap¬ 
py atmosphere for students to enjoy na¬ 
tionwide. 
To learn more about the Balloon 
Man on Campus and see some of his 
creations go to his website, Louispaul. 
net. As the website reads, “The uses are 
endless! The value is tremendous!” 
Party Animals 
by Nathan Place and Pete Marder 
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Field Hockey Takes Colby to Triple-OT 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Junior Rachel Greenwood takes a shot against Colby. Battling the elements in addition to the White Mules, the Bobcats lost a heartbreaker in triple overtime. 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
STAFF WRITER 
With one half of regulation play 
complete and no Bobcat goals, one 
would never have guessed Saturday’s 
game might end in a triple overtime 
showdown. Through the rain, the Bob¬ 
cats battled back from a 2-0 deficit 
against the Colby Mules to tie the game 
at two and take their final regular-sea¬ 
son competition into two extra periods 
and a shootout. In the end, the Bobcats 
fell, 3-2. 
In the first half, Bates dug them¬ 
selves into a hole and found themselves 
unable to answer Colby’s two goals, 
taking only four shots to the Mules’ 13. 
It was not until the second half of play 
that the Bobcats began to fight back, 
transforming the competition into one 
of the most exciting NESCAC matches 
of 2007. 
Though Bates only delivered four 
more shots on net in the second half, 
they were able to capitalize on two key 
scoring opportunities from penalty cor¬ 
ners, tying the game and forcing the 
Mules into extra minutes. The first goal 
was put away by Abby Childs ’09 off a 
strong drive from the top of the circle 
by Sammy Rothkopf TO. Rothkopf then 
delivered the second goal herself, rock¬ 
eting a shot into the back of the net 
off an assist from Co-Captain Caitlin 
Tamposi ’08. Fellow senior Sarah Peters 
also helped Bates hold the Mules at two 
with particularly strong play in the de¬ 
fensive zone. 
In the first overtime, Bates stayed 
dead even with Colby as both teams de¬ 
livered two shots apiece on net. In the 
second overtime, Bates out-shot Colby, 
8-2. Since none of the eight shots trans¬ 
lated into the game-winning goal, the 
game went to a shootout where each 
team took three penalty corners to de¬ 
cide the game. The Mules dominated 
the shootout by capitalizing on all three 
scoring opportunities, claiming a win in 
the season finale. 
Despite the loss, this close match¬ 
up serves as a testament to the resil¬ 
ience of this 2007 squad. Though the 
scoreboard has not always reflected 
the team’s intensity and skill, they have 
continually fought hard and played as 
a team until the last horn blows. They 
end the season 5-8-1 and 2-7 in the NE¬ 
SCAC, tied with Colby in eighth place. 
Football Still Winless 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 
sophomore Judd Smith, carried the 
ball 23 times but totaled just 69 yards. 
White was particularly effective on the 
Bobcats’ final march down the field, 
hauling in five receptions for 48 yards 
through the air. A host of Bates wide- 
outs contributed to a passing attack 
that proved effective despite the con¬ 
ditions. Sophomore Matt Gregg led all 
receivers with seven receptions for 93 
yards. Beaton remained consistent and 
cemented himself as one of Colon’s 
favorite targets down the field. Sopho¬ 
more tight end Sean Wirth added 20 
yards on three receptions and senior 
receiver Dave Philbrook caught two 
balls for 12 yards on the Bobcats’ final 
drive. 
Several members of the Bobcat 
defense submitted impressive perfor¬ 
mances, collectively holding the Colby 
offense to 293 total yards in opposition 
to Bates’ 323. Senior outside linebacker 
Ron DiGravio paced all Bobcat tacklers 
with seven solo stops and 10 total tack¬ 
les on the day. Senior bookends An¬ 
thony Begon and Tim Casey combined 
for 12 stops, one of which was Begon’s 
third sack of the season. Graham Ray¬ 
mond ’08 notched nine total stops to 
round out a solid all-around defensive 
effort. Bates will continue the search 
for its first win in the Bates seniors’ fi¬ 
nal home game when they clash with 
in-state foe Bowdoin on Saturday Nov. 
3 at Garcelon Field. 
BOBCAT 
OE THE WEEK 
Amy Werblim - TO 
Men's XC Places Eighth of 11 
KATIE BASH 
STAFF WRITER 
Men’s cross country finished eighth 
out of 11 teams at the NESCAC Champi¬ 
onship race this past Saturday. Hosted by 
Williams College, the race was run at Mt. 
Greylock High School, just a few miles 
from the Ephs’ campus. Finishing just a 
few points behind Connecticut College 
and Middlebury, the Bobcat harriers man¬ 
aged to outkick Wesleyan, Hamilton and 
in-state rival Colby. This was an improve¬ 
ment from last year by one place, as the 
Bobcats finished ninth at the league meet 
held at Connecticut College in 2006. 
Cloudy skies, rain and persistent 
wind made for a messy course, but the 
scenery was still beautiful, as the course 
has great views of the surrounding Berk¬ 
shire Mountains. Unfazed by the weather 
was NESCAC champion of the day Peter 
Kosgei TO from Hamilton College, who 
ran nearly 30 seconds ahead of the num¬ 
ber two runner and finished in a blaz¬ 
ing 25:52. Kosgei, a second-semester 
first-year, is a national champion in the 
steeplechase and an international student 
from Kenya. 
Also seemingly unperturbed by such 
undesirable conditions was Bates Captain 
Matt Dunlap ’08 who placed 14th overall, 
with an 8k time of 26:44. This is very im¬ 
pressive, as there were 127 competitors, 
not to mention that the NESCAC is one 
of the most competitive leagues in the 
country; three teams from the NESCAC 
are currently ranked nationally. 
Also running well for the Bobcats 
was Doug Brecher TO, who has consis¬ 
tently turned in strong performances, this 
time finishing in 27:37, 39th overall. Not 
far behind Brecher was Harrison Little 
’08 at 27:45. Griffin Stabler TO was fourth 
for the garnet men and also among the 
top 50 runners of the meet, finishing 
49th. Stabler had a good race and looked 
strong throughout. Coach Al Fereshet- 
ian made note of Stabler’s performance 
as particularly “standout,” along with 
Alex Hegevall-Clarke, a first-year who 
had struggled with illness this season but 
has now demonstrated his immense tal¬ 
ent and potential. Just one spot behind 
Hegevall-Clarke was Andrew Percy ’08 
in 28:14. Rounding out the top seven for 
Bates was Dillion Tung ’09. Tim McCall 
’08 was only two spots behind Tung and 
the last before a 30-person gap to the 
next Bates runner. 
Overall it was a successful day as sev¬ 
eral of the men managed to display their 
talent despite the weather. It has been a 
challenging season for the team as they 
graduated their best runner from last 
year and have had many inconsistencies 
within the top seven. Nevertheless, this 
weekend has proven that when there is a 
challenge present, the Bobcats can adjust 
accordingly. 
Both the men’s and women’s team 
will return to the same course next week¬ 
end for the ECAC Championship meet. 
Women Runners Compete at NESCACs . 
ANDREW PERCY 
STAFF WRITER 
The women’s cross country team fin¬ 
ished seventh at the NESCAC Champion¬ 
ships on Saturday. The meet, hosted by 
Williams, was held at nearby Mt. Greylock 
High School. Like last year, Amherst won 
the meet convincingly by placing four run¬ 
ners in the top 10 with an overall score 
of 37 points. The NESCAC is generally 
considered to be the top Dill women’s 
cross country conference in the country, 
so Bates’ performance was solid. Follow¬ 
ing Amherst was Williams (77), Bowdoin 
(109), Middlebury (124), Colby (125), Tufts 
(126), Bates (220), Wesleyan (225), Con¬ 
necticut College (227), Trinity (260) and 
Hamilton (286). It was clear that Bates was 
not going to be able, to touch that three- 
way battle for fourth between Middlebury, 
Colby and Tufts. However, performanc¬ 
es by Esther Kendall TO, Katie Bash TO 
and Co-Captain Molly Balentine ’08 were 
enough to hold off Wesleyan’s fifth runner 
and outscore the Cardinals by five points. 
The 6k course was composed mainly 
of wood-chip and dirt trails with sections 
of rolling hills that gave the runners and 
spectators phenomenal views of Mt. Grey¬ 
lock and the Berkshire Mountains. While 
weather conditions were nothing com¬ 
pared to last year’s monsoon along the 
Long Island Sound at Connecticut College, 
it was no beach day. It was raining fairly 
significantly as the gun went off, so the 
course ran about a full minute slower than 
it usually does. The trails and fields were 
sloppy, and several technical turns caused 
many runners to bite it hard. All in all, it 
was a great cross country race. 
Abby Samuelson TO was the first 
Lifting in Secret; Don't 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 
letes. This is by far the most recogniz¬ 
able group in the weight room. Every¬ 
one can tell who the jocks are by their 
confidence, proficiency and oftentimes, 
physical size. Sometimes they give them¬ 
selves away with the pools of testoster¬ 
one forming at their feet. This is also the 
group that receives the most flak. Grunt¬ 
ing, shouting and the clanging of steel 
tend to scare away the more casual or 
less confident lifter. I have friends who 
will turn around and walk home if the 
football team is in there. Okay, I don’t 
actually have friends. I mean I do have 
friends, but never mind. I am the one 
who leaves the gym when the football 
team is in there. 
We still haven’t mentioned those who 
don’t play sports or engage in aerobic 
exercise and lift merely to get a toned 
bod. Can you think of any Batesies who 
fall into this category? No? That’s be¬ 
cause they are in the witness protection 
program. At Bates, to lift to get big with 
no definitive goal other than increasing 
in size is viewed as really lame. 
Whatever category or sub-category 
one falls into, frequent lifters know 
what kind of lifter they are and view go¬ 
ing to the weight room as something of 
Bobcat across the line, finishing in 43rd 
place with a time of 24:05 (6:27 per mile). 
Right behind in 47th was Allie Goldstein 
’09 (24:14), followed by Co-Captain Aviva 
Goldstein ’08 (50th/24:15), Jenn Mitton ’ll 
(52nd/24:21), Kendall (64th/24:33), Bash 
(75th/24:51), and Balentine (76th/24:52). 
“We beat all the teams that we could 
have, so it was nice to be on that end of 
things,” said Co-Captain Caroline Ginsberg 
’08. “We were very happy as a team.” 
Another piece of exciting news is that 
Bates will host next year’s NESCAC Cham¬ 
pionships at Pineland, where the State of 
Maine meet was held two weeks ago. 
Part of the team will compete at Wil¬ 
liams again at this weekend’s ECAC Cham¬ 
pionships, while other runners will rest up 
for the NCAA New England Regionals at 
Connecticut College on Nov. 10. 
Tell a Soul 
a chore. As for me, I would categorize 
myself as something of a lurker (not the 
kid that has to do with prowling or be¬ 
ing a predator). I go to the gym and do 
the same exercises three times a week, 
generally by myself or with one other 
individual, always failing to increase 
the amount of weight I lift. I am there 
enough that I am visible, but still use 
enough medicine balls that my peers 
likely wonder, “what does that kid even 
do here?” If you see me, please don’t 
judge and definitely don’t say hello. 
Whatever you do, don’t tell anyone you 
saw me there - that would be social sui¬ 
cide. 
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Comeback Falls Short against Colby 
STEPHEN J. LATTANZI 
STAFF WRITER 
In a game that seemed almost iden¬ 
tical to the Boston College/Virginia 
Tech matchup on Thursday, Oct. 25, 
the Bobcats played lackluster foot¬ 
ball for the first 58 minutes of play. It 
wasn’t until the final two minutes that 
senior quarterback Brandon Colon led 
a 12-play, 82-yard drive in the hopes of 
capitalizing on a rousing fourth quarter 
comeback. 
The Bobcats attempted to rally from 
a 6-0 halftime deficit and scored twice in 
the second half before their final drive 
down the field. The Bobcats faced a 20- 
13 deficit when Colon’s pass intended 
for Tommy Beaton ’10 was batted down 
by a Colby defender, effectively thwart¬ 
ing the Bobcat comeback. 
Colon finished the day 21 of 40 for 
257 yards and two touchdowns. His 
first came on a one-yard quarterback 
keeper around the right side of a be¬ 
fuddled Colby defense, and his second 
was a seven-yard touchdown strike to 
Beaton. The Bobcats struggled to move 
the ball on a rain-soaked field in con¬ 
ditions similar to the last time the two 
teams met a year ago in Lewiston: a 
10-7 Colby victory after four overtimes. 
Colon made his way into the Bates re¬ 
cord books again this week by eclips¬ 
ing yet another Dan Hooley ’97 mark, 
this time for the most passing attempts 
in a career. 
The Bobcats once again struggled 
to move the ball on the ground. A trio 
of Bobcat ball carriers, spearheaded 
by junior Greg Thornton and supple¬ 
mented by junior Shawki White and 
See FOOTBALL, page 8 
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Junior running back Shawki White pushes through a crowd of Colby defenders. Bates (0-6) rallied late but still fell to the White Mules (1-5). 
Volleyball Ends Season 
with Trio of NESCAC Losses (looking Ahead: Bates (0-6) vs. Bowdoin (1-5) 
BRENDAN BRODEUR 
STAFF WRITER 
Volleyball finished the 2007 season 
by adding three losses to their record. 
A good crowd came out for the last 
home game to say goodbye to two se¬ 
nior players as the team looks to field 
a more experienced roster next sea¬ 
son. 
Wednesday night brought around 
100 fans into Alumni Gym. Tufts swept 
the Bobcats 3-0 with individual game 
scores of 30-13, 30-13 and 30-21. The 
first two games saw a few foot penal¬ 
ties against the Bobcats, but they con¬ 
tinued to fight an uphill battle against 
the Tufts women, who boast a record 
of 16-12 (5-3 NESCAC). Statistical 
game leaders included sophomore Liz 
Leberman with seven kills and 13 digs 
and sophomore Elise Edmonson with 
eight digs, eight assists and three kills. 
The lone junior, Beth Billington, con¬ 
tributed three blocks and four kills. 
For senior Co-Captains Jenn Linton 
and Brittany Clement, their last home 
game had positive moments despite 
the loss. The two received roses dur¬ 
ing the roster announcements as well 
as special mention of their careers 
with the team. Linton is the only four- 
year member of the team and Clement 
is finishing her third. Linton had two 
kills and two service aces, while Clem¬ 
ent contributed eight assists and four 
digs. 
Saturday afternoon Amherst Col¬ 
lege defeated Bates 3-0 with scores 
of 30-10, 30-17 and 30-17. The Lord 
Jeffs raised their record to 25-3 (9-1 
NESCAC) and with the victory over 
Bates earned the right to host the NE¬ 
SCAC Championships. Amherst will 
be the tournament’s top seed. During 
the game Leberman put up seven kills 
with five digs, Billington contributed 
five kills and three blocks, Edmonson 
was all over the board with five as¬ 
sists, seven digs and two serving aces, 
Clement contributed eight assists and 
four digs and sophomore Avery Mas¬ 
ters chipped in with five blocks. 
Bates finished up their season on 
Sunday with a 3-0 loss to Bowdoin. 
The individual game scores were 30- 
19, 30-13 and 30-19. Bowdoin-’s final 
season record of 17-14 (3-7 NESCAC) 
earns them a date with the top-seed 
Lord Jeffs in the first round of the NES¬ 
CAC Championships. Individuals spar¬ 
kled in the losing effort Sunday, with 
Linton posting six kills and two blocks 
while sophomore Brit Johnston had 14 
digs and two serving aces. 
Bates finished the 2007 season with 
a 7-24 record (0-10 NESCAC), failing to 
qualify for the conference champion¬ 
ships. 
“I think our record doesn’t reflect 
all the hard work and effort we put 
into this season,” said Linton of the 
team’s overall performance. . 
Clement was also quick to con¬ 
tribute positive thoughts. 
“We fought until the end of the 
season and that we played well to the 
end means the team should feel good 
about going into the next season.” 
This season’s team was young 
and will benefit next season from this 
season’s experience. The bulk of the 
roster, primarily first-years and sopho¬ 
mores, will benefit from this knowl¬ 
edge and experience and be able to 
contribute and improve next season. 
Rowers Dominate Fall, 
Poised for Big Spring 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 
campus over October Break to train 
and prepare for the notorious Head 
of the Charles race in Cambridge, 
MA. Their hard work paid off, as they 
bested the team’s previous record for 
the regatta. The women’s first varsity 
won a medal for their performance, 
finishing fifth in a field of 44 boats. 
Men’s first varsity came in ninth in a 
field of 42. Both IV boats placed in 
the top four in Division III and the 
top three in NESCAC. The second 
varsity women also had an impres¬ 
sive finish, completing the regatta in 
13th place. 
Rowing rounded out its winning 
schedule with a decisive win over 
NESCAC rivals Bowdoin and Colby at 
the CBB Regatta. For the women, IV 
boat won the event overall with the 
2V boat coming in second, beating 
both Colby crews and the one Bow¬ 
doin crew. The novice girls’ first crew 
also won their race, while the sec¬ 
ond crew came in fifth of six crews. 
The IV men also triumphed in their 
event, beating second-place Colby by 
18 seconds. The men’s 2V placed in a 
close third. 
“In comparison to last spring, 
we’#; not necessarilyhany stronger 
but we definitely have more forward 
momentum,” said Thomson. “Every¬ 
one is focused on working their hard¬ 
est and doing their best.” 
Head Coach Andrew Carter 
echoed Thomson's positivity. 
“The outlook of this squad has re¬ 
ally evolved over the years. I think 
the expectations of where they stand 
within both the league and the nation 
has changed and the effort has shift¬ 
ed from gaining legitimacy to main¬ 
taining a top ranked team in both 
those arenas. While there’s no doubt 
that evolution has been consciously 
nudged by me over the past several 
years, the increasingly competitive 
nature of our roster has played the 
major role. Without it, the signifi¬ 
cant losses from the women’s roster 
would have a devastating effect, for 
example. Instead, they have managed 
to improve!” 
While crew is considered a two 
season sport, training will not ease 
up this winter, to ensure that the suc¬ 
cessful results of the fall will propel 
the team into an equally victorious 
spring. 
“This has been an incredible, ex¬ 
tremely positive experience,” said 
Thomson. “Now is a great time to be 
oif the Bates Crew team.” 
Preview and Analysis by Stephen Lattanzi 
SCOUTING BOWDOIN 
On paper the Polar Bears are nearly 
identical to the Bobcats in several of¬ 
fensive and defensive categories. The 
Polar Bears rank ninth in the confer¬ 
ence in both mshing offense and de¬ 
fense, having gained only 527 yards on 
the season for an average of 87.8 per 
contest. The Bobcats by comparison 
rank eighth in rushing offense, having 
tallied 566 yards on the ground, averag¬ 
ing 94.3 yards per game. Bowdoin has 
struggled mightily punting the football; 
they rank last in the conference with 
an anemic average of 26.8 net yards 
per punt. The Polar Bears make up for 
their shortcomings in the kicking game 
by with the best turnover margin in the 
NESCAC (+7, 1.17 TPG). 
Despite their struggles moving the 
ball on the ground, the Polar Bears 
have been more than effective in the 
Red Zone, ranking fourth in the confer¬ 
ence by scoring on 11 of their 18 op¬ 
portunities with 10 touchdowns. Both 
the Bobcats and the Polar Bears have 
struggled to hold onto the football on 
offense - Bowdoin and Bates rank ninth 
and 10th in the conference in time of 
possession. The Bowdoin offense has 
struggled in their attempts to move the 
ball both on the ground and through 
the air. Much in the same way the Bob¬ 
cats have had a hard time establishing 
the run, Bowdoin has seen numerous 
drives squandered by inefficient blocks 
from a young and undersized offensive 
line. 
The Polar Bears and their eighth- 
ranked offense are paced by sopho¬ 
more quarterback Oliver Kell (93-177, 
1,017 yards, five TD, seven INT, 52% 
completions). Sophomore wideout and 
kick returner Justin Starr has proved to 
be Kell’s favorite target on a team over¬ 
loaded with sophomore talent. Starr 
has hauled in 17 balls for 245 yards 
and two touchdowns, while averaging 
a little over 14 yards per catch. Bow¬ 
doin has split most of its rushing duties 
between senior wideout/tailback Nick 
Tomaino (62-203, 2.9 YPA, 0 TD) and 
junior thumper Laurence Duggan (53 
for 185, 3.2 YPA, two TD). 
BOBCAT KEYS TO VICTORY 
EXPLOIT THE WEAKNESS POINT OF PRIDE THE RUN'S THE THING 
Bowdoin has struggled mightily 
tackling opposing ball carriers. Sopho¬ 
more linebacker Matt Leotti ranks a 
distant 19th in NESCAC tackles, a far 
cry from Bates leading tackier Todd 
Wilcox ’08 (fourth in the conference). 
Junior Damon Hall-Jones, the second 
leading Polar Bears tackier and quick 
effective edge rusher, has the tenden¬ 
cy to over-pursue and subsequently 
misses tackling opportunities. 
In the last home game for the Bob¬ 
cat seniors, emotions are likely to run 
high. Nothing would mean more to this 
core group of seniors than to record 
their first victory of the season in their 
final home contest. 
Bowdoin’s run game has been aw¬ 
ful, and Bates’ has been lackluster at 
best. It has to be a run-first mentality 
for Bates on offense and the only thing 
on the mind of Bates defenders. Run 
the ball, am the ball, run the ball and 
shut down a Bowdoin duo that has 
been anything but impressive on the 
ground. 
STEPHEN S FINAL THOUGHT 
KEY MATCHUP 
BRANDON COLON VS. OLIVER KELL 
The numbers for these two quarter¬ 
backs are nearly identical. Colon, the 
Bobcats’ four-year starter, has amassed 
997 yards going 82 of 181 (a 45 percent 
completion percentage) with seven in¬ 
terceptions and five touchdowns. Kell, 
by comparison, stands at 93 of 177 
for 1,017 yards, five touchdowns and 
seven interceptions, a 52 percent com¬ 
pletions percentage. Colon has more 
intangibles and is the more prolific 
passer, whereas Kell is more of a game 
manager and is not as inclined to take 
shots downfield. 
PREDICTION: 
BATES 10-BOWDOIN 7 
It has been a difficult year for the 
Bobcats - they have shown flashes of 
brilliance on certain drives and have 
been completely ineffective on others. 
They have struggled to stay consis¬ 
tent and sustain momentum, yet it is 
difficult to count the Bobcats out, es¬ 
pecially when they put up late drives 
like they did against Colby. The Bob¬ 
cats will continue to fight and not 
carry over their Colby loss into what 
will be an evenly-matched showdown 
with Bowdoin. In a low-scoring affair 
and an emotional home finale for the 
Bobcat seniors, look for Bates to win a 
tight battle. 
Low-Scoring 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10 
ing drought and finish strong. 
“We had a nice finish to our sea¬ 
son by winning two games, both by 
shutouts,” Murphy said. “We played 
well in both games, getting great 
goaltending from Nini Spalding [’08] 
and by playing fundamentally sound 
soccer both offensively and defen¬ 
sively.” 
Spalding turned away two shots 
against UMF, both in the second half. 
She earned her third shutout of the 
season against Colby, blocking six 
shots. 
Senior Captain Molly Wagner and 
senior Ali Emery provided a strong 
offensive front for Bates against UMF, 
combining for three goals. 
W First-year defender Kim Suvak 
Season Ends 
moved forward from her sweeper po¬ 
sition to press on offense, sending a 
header to ah unmarked Emery on the 
far post. Emery converted in the 19th 
minute, notching what would prove 
to be the game-winning goal. 
Emery knocked in a second goal 
in the 69th minute off a Wagner cor¬ 
ner. She was the season’s leading 
scorer for Bates with five goals, three 
of which were game-winners. 
Wagner closed the scoring in the 
75th minute, sending a high shot be¬ 
yond senior UMF keeper Kerry Kow - 
alczyk’s outstretched arms off of an 
Amy Werblin ’09 assist. 
Werblin had a goal of her own 
against Colby a few days later, driving 
the ball to net unassisted in the last 
three minutes of the second overtime 
to clinch the shutout victory. 
on High Note 
Murphy, though disappointed 
with the Season as a whole, was im¬ 
pressed'with his team’s performance 
in their two season-closing games. 
“The season as a whole was not 
what we are used to, but getting the 
two wins in the last week was great,” 
said Murphy. 
The Colby game marked the final 
collegiate career game for senior Cap¬ 
tains Molly Wagner and Jen Pflanz, as 
well as seniors Ali Emery and Nini 
Spalding. Murphy said that the team 
will greatly miss the talent and lead¬ 
ership of the graduating players. 
“The four seniors, Molly Wag¬ 
ner, Jen Pflanz, Ali Emery and Nini 
Spalding, were a pleasure to coach,” 
Murphy said. “We will miss their skill, 
leadership, maturity and dedication 
to the team.” 
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Cfje Spates; H>tubent 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS 
EDITOR 
There exists a very 
negative stigma surrounding the Bates 
College weight room. Even those who 
lift consistently make light of their time 
spent in the gym. Expressions like “get¬ 
ting huge,” “getting big” and “throwing 
steel around” all have humorous conno¬ 
tations to them. 
One of my buddies who recently 
graduated from Ohio State used to com¬ 
plain that every male at OSU spent his 
four (or, in the case of my buddy, five) 
years as a Buckeye waiting for a starter 
on the football team to go down with 
an injury. In this fantasy, a panicked Jim 
Tressel would then pick up the phone 
and call male student X, begging for 
his services on the gridiron. As a result, 
every male in the school kept his body 
in tip-top physical shape, visiting the 
weight room for several hours daily. 
Here at Bates, going to the gym 
seems to come with some shame. Be¬ 
ing a gym rat tends to be a bad thing, 
something to be embarrassed about. No 
wonder our sports teams are struggling 
this fall - football, field hockey, men’s 
soccer and women’s soccer combining 
for four wins in the NESCAC - Bates ath¬ 
letes can’t lift without the rest of campus 
rolling their eyes at them behind their 
backs. Do you think Sooners snickered 
at Adrian Peterson when he wanted to 
build muscle mass? Do kids at Hawaii or 
Boston College mock Colt Brennan or 
Matt Ryan when they attempt to increase 
their arm strength? One things for sure, 
no one who valued full use of their legs 
told Greg Oden to get out of the weight 
room. 
Don’t get me wrong, I am not writ¬ 
ing this article in protest, placing my¬ 
self above the norm. I too frown upon 
and poke fun at those brazen few who 
boast about their weight room exploits. 
If I can’t find a close friend to lift with, I 
wait to go during a time of day when the 
weight room is nearly deserted. Before I 
lift, I only inform those with whom I am 
very close where I am going. Afterward 
I blush to tell others where I have been. 
I often have to weave together compli¬ 
cated back-stories in order to ditch a 
dinger so that I may lift alone. 
“Man, that class really sucked, want 
to come over and play some video 
games or watch SportsCenter or some¬ 
thing?” 
“Um, no thanks I am really hungry, I 
need to get some lunch.” 
“But Mac, it’s 4 p.m., Commons is 
closed.” 
“Yeah, but I promised my mom I 
would call her.” 
“Aren’t your parents traveling in Eu¬ 
rope?” 
“What? Well, see you later. Dinner at 
six?” 
Going it alone may sound depress¬ 
ing, but in reality it makes the entire pro¬ 
cess significantly less painful. This way I 
can stare into the mirror as long and as 
hard as I want, gazing wistfully at my 
chiseled reflection and making whatever 
sounds and faces I desire during my 
weird calf exercises. 
It seems that even the administra¬ 
tion fails to take weight lifting seriously. 
The facility itself is pathetic, even (espe¬ 
cially?) for a small college. It’s not that 
the school doesn’t appreciate muscles, 
either. We aren’t a bunch of fat slobs. In 
fact, Bates seems to make physical exer¬ 
cise paramount. The amount of outdoor 
activities and varsity, club and intramu¬ 
ral sports offered is ridiculous. But, how 
many colleges do you know who house 
their weight room within their non-regu¬ 
lation sized hockey rink? 
If one has ever visited Bates’ weight 
room it becomes obvious right away that 
there are a lot of different people lifting 
for a lot of different reasons. 
Rehab from injury embodies perhaps 
the most honorable reason to visit the 
weight room. It’s difficult to condemn 
someone for lifting who’s merely trying 
to get back to full health, particularly as 
rehabilitation generally requires the em¬ 
ployment of less glamorous exercises. 
Injured students tend to avoid bicep 
curls and the bench press and spend 
more time with medicine balls and the 
stationary bike (note for novice lifters: 
Medicine balls have to be the un-cool- 
est device in the entire weight room - a 
great way to keep a low profile while at 
the gym) 
Then there are your varsity ath- 
Soccer Trumps Colby 
Men win back-and-forth, hard-fought battle 
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Colby's Captain Jamie Waters '08 (6) dribbles the ball past first-year defender Dustin DiGregorio (13) (left), while Bates sophomore Haynes Johnston (5) dribbles past 
junior defender Scott Carberry (2) (right). Despite one goal from Waters and a near second goal which sniped the cross bar, Bates pulled out their first conference vic¬ 
tory with three goals, one from DiGregorio. 
JESSIE SAWYER 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Down 2-1 in the 74th minute against 
Colby on Oct. 27, the men’s soccer team 
quickly recovered. Between the 75th and 
77th minutes of play, the Bobcats turned 
their one-goal deficit into a one-goal lead 
that soon became a one-goal victory - 
their first conference win of the season. 
Saturday marked the last game for 
senior Captains Brent Morin, Aaron 
Schleicher, Robert Wesley-Munro and 
Duane Pelz - who sat out because of a 
questionable red card last week against 
Middlebury - as well as seniors Peter 
Dennehy and Patrick Grater. 
Bates opened the game’s scoring 
mid-way through the first half when 
Dennehy sent a high cross to first-year 
Dustin DiGregorio. A leaping DiGrego¬ 
rio connected on Dennehy’s pass with 
a solid header, driving the ball into the 
back of the net. DiGregorio’s goal gave 
Bates a 1-0 halftime edge. 
Colby retaliated in the second half 
when Matt Shatkin ’09 scored with his 
head from the back post on a corner 
kick. Colby forward and Captain Jamie 
Waters ’08, who played defense in the 
first half, scored Colby’s second goal, 
chipping the ball over Schleicher in the 
74th minute. 
Bates counter-attacked minutes later. 
Grater converted a pass from Morin to 
level the score. The goal - Grater’s fourth 
of the season - bumped him into the 
team’s lead-scorer slot. 
Sophomore Rob Friedlander scored 
his first'goal of the season 1:28 later 
- the game-winning finish. The Bobcats 
defended their lead for the remainder of 
regulation to seal the 3-2 victory. 
Schleicher denied four shots in his 
final game as goalkeeper for Bates. 
The team closed the season with a 
1-7-1 conference record and 5-8-1 record 
overall. 
Women Win 1-0 in Overtime 
JESSIE SAWYER 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
Offense and defense clicked this 
week for Bates women’s soccer in 
its two season-closing games against 
University of Maine-Farmington and 
Colby. Bates out-shot its two oppo¬ 
nents by a combined tally of 44-18, 
producing four goals to shut out UMF 
3-0 on Oct. 24 and Colby 1-0 on Oct. 
27, the latter coming in a second 
overtime period. 
Bates ended UMF’s 13-game win¬ 
ning streak and earned its first con¬ 
ference win of the season against 
Colby, moving up a place in the NE¬ 
SCAC standings. The Bobcats con¬ 
cluded the season with a 4-10 record 
overall, 1-8 in the NESCAC.. 
Head Coach Jim Murphy was 
pleased to see his team snap its scor- 
See LOW-SCORING, page 9 
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Women’s soccer celebrates their fiirst NESCAC win of the season. Amy Werblin ’09,netted the game-winner in double-OT. ^ 
Hottest 
Team of 
the Fall 
RACHEL KURZIUS 
STAFF WRITER 
The crew team blew all other 
Bates sports out of the water this 
season, emerging from the fray with 
the strongest season of any fall sport. 
Following a strong spring season that 
concluded at the NCAA Nationals in 
Tennessee, the crew team showed 
throughout the autumn that it is a 
force to be reckoned with. 
“People trained hard over the 
summer and prepared themselves for 
a really competitive mindset,” said 
coxswain Lindsay Thomson ’10. 
Starting at the Quinsigamond 
Snake Regatta on Oct. 14, the team 
proved its prowess with strong finish¬ 
es for all Bates boats. Both the men’s 
and women’s first varsity won the 2.5 
mile race seven seconds before the 
runner-ups crossed the finish line. 
Women’s second varsity was only 13 
seconds behind, and while the wom¬ 
en’s novice struggled with equipment 
issues, they still finished before five 
other crews. 
“We have two novice boats full of 
enthusiastic, committed people who 
will carry over to the spring,” said 
Thomson. ’ 
Men’s second varsity boat had a 
strong sixth place finish, followed by 
the novice boat in 16th place. 
The rowing team remained on 
See ROWERS, pa|e 9 
